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Problem Identification and Need


What are the attitudes of the community
towards COVID vaccination?



What sources does the community utilize for
information regarding the vaccine?



Is there a need for extensive community
outreach and education about receiving the
COVID vaccine?

Public Health Burden


The State of Vermont, its institutions, and individual
Vermonters received over $4.8 billion in funding from
the CARES Act.



Notably, $304 million to Hospitals and $24 million to
community health centers.

Public Health Burden (cont.)


There have been 23 positive results in Berlin, VT since
3/5/20 according to Vermont Department of Health



Neighboring cities of Montpelier, Barre Town, and
Barre City with 137, 75, and 504 positive results
respectively since 3/5/20.



Washington County is noted to have ≤1 case per
10,000 between 2/4/21-2/17/21.

Community Perspective


Dale Stafford, MD: “Nearly 100% of my patients have been in favor of the
vaccine, in fact they have been anxious to receive it. I have not yet
encountered a patient who was not willing to receive the vaccine. Some
patients did inquire about side effect concerns. Others mentioned news reports
of deaths in nursing homes in Sweden. Although they mentioned these
concerns, they were still willing to receive the vaccine. I also had questions
about whether patients should wait until the vaccine that is only 1 dose, and I
advise them not to wait.”



Jose Lopez, MD: “Most of my patients want the vaccine, in fact I have not had
any patients who have said they would not want it. I receive many questions
about age brackets and comorbidities to qualify for the vaccine. If I was to
encounter a patient who would not want the vaccine, I would first attempt to
understand what their concerns were and ethically present the available
research of the medical community.”

Intervention and Methodology


A quick, anonymous, and nonjudgmental survey was presented to
patients at the Berlin Family Medicine
Clinic at CVMC.



As part of a group project, the same
survey was also presented to patients
at Milton Family Medicine.

Responses
Attitudes






~95% of patients reported that
they already have or would be
willing to receive the COVID
vaccination.
~5% of patients reported that
they would be unsure about
receiving the vaccine due to its
“rapid creation and unknown
long-term effects.”
0% of patients reported refusal of
the vaccine.

Sources (Combined)


52% - Government websites (CDC,
Vermont Department of Health)



52% - Local News Sources



14% - Newspapers



9.5% - Cable News



9.5% - Social Media



5% - Primary Care Physicians



5% - Primary research articles

Effectiveness and Limitations
Effectiveness


The survey was able to quantitatively assess the attitudes of the
community towards receiving the COVID-19 vaccination by
participants.



The survey was also able to gather data regarding which sources of
information were most utilized in the community by participants.

Limitations


The survey is only able to gather information regarding patients who
were willing to take the survey.



Only a limited number of responses were collected which may not
entirely represent the community.

Recommendations


This survey could be used as a tool to assess attitudes of patients
regarding COVID vaccination in highly impacted areas depending
on the amount of responses.



Can be used to identify sources of information which may
contribute to negative attitudes towards vaccination which can be
further explored.



Can be utilized as an easy and non-judgmental tool for physicians
to understand why a patient may not want to receive the vaccine.
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