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Firearm Safety for Curious Kids 

Why?  

- Children are naturally curious about the world around them and the things in it – including 

firearms 

- Firearms are the #1 cause of death of children and teens in New York and nationally 

Safety Measures to keep your child safe include:  

- Secure your ammunition separately from its firearm in a lockbox or safe 

- Store your unloaded firearm(s) securely using a lockbox, safe, and/or trigger lock 

- Get a free safety kit from many local sheriffs and police departments. More information: 

https://projectchildsafe.org/safety/get-a-safety-kit/ 

- Talk to your child about the importance of firearm safety  

o Your child should know to never touch a firearm unsupervised by a responsible adult, 

and to alert an adult if they discover an unsecured firearm 

- Consider storing firearm(s) outside of your home if you are able, especially if unable to achieve 

the above safety measures 

- Don’t forget! Ask about firearms and their storage before your child attends a playdate 

o If it is not safe, host at your home instead 

*Adapted from the American Academy of Pediatrics Gun Safety Campaign Toolkit 

Firearm Safety for Adolescents and Teens 

Why? 

- Firearms are the #1 cause of death of children and teens in New York and nationally 

- Teen brains are still developing, and they think and act differently than adults when it comes to 

making dangerous or life-altering decisions 

Safety Measures to keep your teen safe include: 

- Parents should control access to firearms until at least age 18 

o Keep firearm(s) inaccessible to teens by locking up unloaded firearms with a lockbox, 

safe, and/or trigger lock. Lock up ammunition separately. 

▪ Get a free safety kit from many local sheriffs and police departments. More 

information: https://projectchildsafe.org/safety/get-a-safety-kit/ 

- Talk to your child about the importance of firearm safety 

o Train (or seek professional training for) your teen in safe firearm handling if they will be 

using firearm(s), even if under your supervision 

o If your teen will be using firearm(s) at any time, make sure they know to never allow 

their friends to handle their firearm(s) 

o If your teen’s friends use firearm(s), make sure your teen knows they should never 

handle another person’s firearm without proper training and supervision 

*Adapted from the American Academy of Pediatrics Gun Safety Campaign Toolkit 
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