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FADE IN:

INT. DINING ROOM - DAY

                                   plays. A montage of Tchaikovsky's Piano Concerto No. 1                     
crowded bookshelves, strewn toys, and family. BECCA (12) and 
LEAH (10) gripe while they sit at a table doing homework. 
They write so hard that the words engraved into the wooden 
table through the paper.

BECCA
I am going to tell Mom you got out of 
the chair.

LEAH
I am going to tell Mom you tattled.

CONNIE (8) shoves dry cereal in her mouth by the pantry.

BECCA
I am going to tell Mom that when she 
asked you to pick up ten items off the 
floor, you picked up ten crumbs.

LEAH
A crumb is a tangible object that is 
on the floor. You didn't even pick up 
your items.

BECCA
I'm gonna do it after I finish this.

LEAH
I am going to tell Mom you said, 
"crap".

BECCA
You just said it. Let he who is 
without sin!

LEAH
Nu-uh, it doesn't count. I was quoting 
you.   didn't say anything. If      I                         
anything, it's like you said it again 
cause I'm just saying what you said 
again.

BECCA
Well I was only saying it cause Hannah 
said it.
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Connie shoves more cereal in her mouth and laughs. The music 
fades into 80s synth.

                                                      CUT TO: 

TITLES: "Character Building"        ____________________

INT. HANNAH'S ROOM - DAY

HANNAH (13) sits under a light blanket on her bed and watches 
                         on a portable dvd player. Her room Ferris Bueller's Day Off                                    
is filled with artsy drawings, family pictures, piles of 
laundry, and books.

LEAH (O.S.)
Hannah!

Hannah springs out of her room to the doorway at the top of 
the stairs and yells down to her sisters.

INT. DINING ROOM - DAY

HANNAH
Dude, shut it!

LYDIA (O.S.)
Hannah!

Hannah glares at Leah at the top of the stairs and runs into 
Lydia's room. Leah rolls her eyes.

INT. LYDIA'S ROOM - DAY

Lydia is "Cameron-Fry-Level-Ill", droning synth and all.

LYDIA
Hannahhhhhhhh! Daughter is that you? 
Make yourself known.

HANNAH
Hi Mom.

LYDIA
How are     feeling Hannah?        you                

HANNAH
Good.

LYDIA
Marinate in that feeling. To be young 
and have a strong constitution!
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HANNAH
You're 37.

LYDIA
That's like 120 in dog years. I feel 
like death. I'm over the hill, Hannah.

HANNAH
Do you want like tea or something?

LYDIA
No, I prefer to ruminate in my illness 
with nothing but the fear of God and 
my neti pot.

Lydia stares wistfully into space.

HANNAH
Ok.... Feel better....

Hannah creeps towards the door.

LYDIA
AGHHHHHHH Oh, I remember what I called 
you in here for. What have you done 
today?

HANNAH
(caught)

Ummmm...I was sort of working on doing 
my spelling stuff later and I...

LYDIA
So you haven't done anything?

HANNAH
I'm working on it.

LYDIA
I need you to start on your creative 
project today.

HANNAH
What can I do?

LYDIA
Something creative.

HANNAH
Anything creative?
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LYDIA
Within reason.

HANNAH
How will I know if it's not 
reasonable? My idea of reasonable and 
creative could be different than 
yours. You said you're old. 
Generational perspective is a thing 
you know. Times change.

LYDIA
Oh, please don't give me that right 
now. You're smart.

Lydia SNEEZES.

LYDIA
My sinuses feel like a Flint Michigan 
Britta filter right now. As long as 
it's legal and PG, it's fine.

HANNAH
What do you think I should I do?

LYDIA
What am I the oracle at Delphi? Go! 
make your own destiny. Know thyself.

HANNAH
What if I do it wrong?

LYDIA
That's the beautiful thing about the 
arts in academia Hannah, you can say 
just about whatever the beep you want 
and as long as you can find a source 
to back it up, who is anyone to say 
it's right or wrong.

HANNAH
Oh Kayyyuh.

LYDIA
Get out of here! Kick rocks kid. I'm 
going to infect you.

HANNAH
Can I finish my movie first?

Lydia coughs dramatically.
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LYDIA
Yes, fine. You gotta do the work after 
though. Now leave me so I can moan and 
groan like a Victorian Spector who was 
poisoned on the eve of her wedding by 
her jealous mother-in-law.

Hannah backs away slowly before breaking into an all out 
sprint. It's a free-for-all day!

INT. HANNAH'S ROOM - DAY

Hannah looks directly at the camera.

HANNAH
She bought it.

SIGUE SIGUE SPUTNIK's, "Love Missile F1-11" plays.

Hannah takes out the                DVD from her case,                      Ferris Bueller                    
replacing it with a scratched DVD of Classical Baby, the 
Poetry Show.

INT. DINING ROOM - DAY

Hannah runs down the stairs.

HANNAH
Incredible. One of the worst 
performances of my career and she 
never doubted it for a second.

BECCA
What's going on?

HANNAH
How could we possibly be expected to 
handle school on a day like this?

LEAH
It's raining.

Shot of pouring rain outside. So it is.

HANNAH
People. This is Mom's 9th 
free for all sick day this 
year. Either she is actively 
dying

CONNIE
Mom's dying?
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BECCA
Mom's not dying.

LEAH
Mom's dying!

HANNAH
or she is just tired and once she 
realizes how behind we all are she's 
really going to batton down the 
hatches. At any rate, this might be 
out last "Free for all day" so we 
better make this one count.

BECCA
What are you thinking?

HANNAH
Movie day!

Hannah displays a bunch of John Hughes DVDs like playing 
cards from behind her back.

LEAH
Cool!

BECCA
Hannah! You aren't supposed to watch 
those without asking the parentals.

Becca swipes the DVDs from her hands and flips through them

HANNAH
Come on now! They are like our age in 
these movies. We can handle it.

BECCA
Middle school age is a lot different 
than high school.

HANNAH
Aren't you a little curious about what 
life is like out there in the real 
world of public high school education? 
From a purely academic perspective?

BECCA
...John Hughes is pretty iconic for a 
reason.

LEAH
John Who?
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BECCA
John Hughes.

CONNIE
Can I watch?

HANNAH
Sorry Kid, PG 13. No can do.

LEAH
Becca's 11.

BECCA
--and a half.

HANNAH
She's spiritually 27.

LEAH
What about me?

HANNAH
You're spiritually 8.

CONNIE
Can I watch?

Becca pulls out a long receipt.

BECCA
These are all due today.

CONNIE
I wanna watch Animal 
Crackers!

BECCA
How are you gonna return these?

HANNAH
I'll just drop them off on Wednesday 
before piano.

BECCA
But you'll have a fine on your account 
and then the library is gonna call the 
house about them. Then mom is gonna 
for sure know you rented these without 
asking.

LEAH
You're skrewed ahahahhhah!
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HANNAH
So I guess we gotta return 
them today.

CONNIE
Let's put on Animal 
Crackers!

BECCA
If we bike over now we can 
probably make it back before 
Mom wakes up.

CONNIE
Animal Crackers! Animal 
Crackers!

HANNAH
Connie just a second. The adult 
children are speaking.

LEAH
Except you can't go. You have to load 
the dishes with Connie or else I can't 
unload them and then we are gonna lose 
the night light.

BECCA
I can live without the nightlight.

LEAH
Oh yeah, well how are you gonna 
maintain your sustained silent reading 
in the dark?

BECCA
(embarrassed)

How do you know about that?

LEAH
You were sniffling all night long 
about             .      Black Beauty 

BECCA
The bit hurt his mouth! He just wanted 
to be loved and all they did was work 
him so hard!

LEAH
I'm sure Mom would love to hear about 
SSR while you and Hannah are 
scampering around town.

BECCA
What! You can't do that!

Becca pushes Leah. Leah goes to push back harder. Hannah 
grabs her by her overall straps.
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HANNAH
Everyone shut up!

LEAH
Hey!

Leah wiggles free.

BECCA
Don't say that, Connie is 
gonna repeat it!

CONNIE
Connie's gonna repeat it! 
Connie's gonna repeat it!

HANNAH
You play dirty, Leah. I respect it. 
I'm gonna go to the library and 
Becca's gonna stay here and do the 
dishes.

Hannah finds a DVD of           and puts it into the old TV                       Curly Top                             
for Connie.

BECCA
Ugh.

LEAH
Ha!

Leah runs a circle around Becca. Hannah grabs Leah by the 
scruff of her straps again.

LEAH
Stop doing that!

HANNAH
But you can't be trusted. So you're 
gonna have to come with me.

LEAH
What!

HANNAH
SHHH!

Hannah points upstairs. Leah runs to the table and tries to 
look busy with her gel pens.

LEAH
I'm coloring with my gel pens!

HANNAH
Leah, you shouldn't have played dirty
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if you didn't wanna roll around in the 
mud.

EXT. SUBURBAN STREET - DAY

Tensions rise as Hannah and Leah make their way to the 
library. It's sprinkling now.

LEAH
I'm tired.

HANNAH
We just started walking.

LEAH
Ughhhhhhhhh. If mom knew we were doing 
this we'd be in sooo much trouble.

HANNAH
Which is why we aren't telling her.

LEAH
My feet hurt.

HANNAH
Hey! Those are my shoes!

Leah's tries to messes with straps of mary jane strappy 
sneakers.

LEAH
I didn't have time to do the laces on 
mine.

HANNAH
So you go for my shoes?! That are a 
size and a half bigger than yours. You 
     flip flops.have            

LEAH
I couldn't leave my toes exposed to 
the elements. I wanted to be prepared 
for us getting lost for so long that I 
grow into them.

HANNAH
It's just like a mile away.

LEAH
Besides, I would eat you after like a 
day for survival so you won't need
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them anymore.

HANNAH
You couldn't eat me. I don't think you 
could live with yourself. Survivors 
guilt would consume you.

LEAH
  would consume you. I would start I                                  
with your legs and then your arms. And 
then I would use your hair as 
insulation for a lean-to and I would 
continue to live off the land like the 
Swiss Family Robinson until I am 
discovered and slowly but surely 
reintegrated in society in the year 
2035.

Leah picks up a rock and throws it.

HANNAH
Keep telling yourself that. I'd last 
way longer than you in a survival 
situation. You would just wither away 
and die complaining. I would engineer 
an SOS message or something and forge 
for food. I got the know how.

LEAH
The only thing you know how is how to 
be annoying.

HANNAH
Game recognizes game.

Leah runs ahead. Hannah puts in a pair of wired headphones 
and pulls out an iPod touch and plays a nostalgic 80s track.

INT. DINING ROOM - DAY

Connie and Becca try to come up with poor excuses to avoid 
loading the dishwasher.

BECCA
Connie, you have to unload it so then 
I can load it.

Connie is sorting grapes by shape, more circular grapes in 
one pile, oval grapes in another. She is very focused.
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CONNIE
You do it.

BECCA
I'm not gonna do it all. Mom said both 
of us had to do it.

Becca reaches over and eats a grape. Connie is no longer 
interested.

CONNIE
I wanna load it.

BECCA
I'm loading it.

CONNIE
You always load it.

BECCA
I have seniority.

CONNIE
Mom has seniority. Mom!

LYDIA (O.S.)
Whatever is going on, resolve it or I 
will!

Lydia         off screen loudly.      sneezes                   

BECCA
Shhhh stop it! You have to unload. 
Besides.

Becca sits down and opens a school book.

BECCA
I'm doing my sentences right now.

Connie opens a note book and starts scribbling.

CONNIE
What if I wanna do sentences.

BECCA
You barely know what a period is.

CONNIE
That's why I need to practice. I'm 
still learning.



                                                         13. 

                                                             

BECCA
Fine. Don't unload the dishes. Just 
know that this the consequences are 
gonna be on you.

CONNIE
That's not fair.

BECCA
That's the way it is.

Connie slams her book closed in defeat and walks into the 
kitchen. Becca is pleased with herself. Connie turns back to 
her before starting the dishes.

CONNIE
You don't deserve to have your name 
capitalized in a sentence.

EXT. SUBURBAN STREET - DAY

Hannah is listening to her music and taking videos on her cam 
corder. Leah has had enough solo scampering. She struggles to 
lift a giant stick.

LEAH
Hey!

HANNAH
What?

LEAH
Do you think I could break this stick 
in half?

Hannah takes out an ear bud.

HANNAH
What?

LEAH
Take a video of me breaking this 
stick!

Leah hoists up the stick with great effort.

HANNAH
Are you trying to break that 
stick? Hey stop/

LEAH
I'm breaking this stick!

Leah tries to jump on the middle of the stick and falls and
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scrapes her knee. She yelps and fights back tears.

LEAH
Ow!

Hannah shoves her camera in her bag and rushes over.

HANNAH
AHH! Yikes uhhhhh, can you bend it.

LEAH
Is it broken?

Leah bends her knee gingerly.

HANNAH
I don't think so, here.

Hannah helps her up.

LEAH
Are they gonna have to amputate?

HANNAH
What? no! you scraped your knee.

LEAH
I can't walk!

HANNAH
Yes you can. Come on.

Leah dramatically crumbles. Clearly hamming it up.

LEAH
I can't go on.

HANNAH
Oh come on we are almost there. Just 
two more blocks.

LEAH
Leave me here.

HANNAH
No obviously not.

LEAH
Remember me!
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HANNAH
Look Good RX is literally on the 
street next to the library. We can get 
you a knee brace or something.

LEAH
Ugh fine. I suppose I can muster the 
strength. You're gonna have to piggy 
back me though.

HANNAH
I can take to about there.

LEAH
Yay!

Leah hops on Hannah in an awkward half piggy back ride. 
Hannah lets her slide to the ground and Leah limps after her 
into the store.

INT. DRUG STORE - DAY

Leah hams up her limping intermittently as the girls walk 
through the aisles. They walk through the school supply 
section.

HANNAH
I think the knee braces are over in 
the next aisle.

Leah spots a paper company advertisement with a bunch of high 
school age kids who look comically excited to be in school.

LEAH
Hannah! look at these guys! I don't 
think I've ever be that excited to do 
math.

HANNAH
Hahaha.

LEAH
Look at this one! wait I'm 
the guy!

Leah pretends to make the face of the comically excited teen 
in the advertisement.

LEAH
Take a picture of me.

HANNAH
No, we gotta go.
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LEAH
Oh Come on! I wanna show Becca.

HANNAH
Ok fine but then we gotta go.

Hannah snaps the picture.

LEAH
Lemme see!

Leah peers over Hannah's shoulder

LEAH
Nice!

Hannah looks at the picture before they start walking towards 
the orthopedic aisle. She turns and looks back at the teen 
adverstisement.

HANNAH
Do you ever wonder if we are missing 
out?

LEAH
On what?

HANNAH
I don't know. School?

LEAH
We do school.

HANNAH
No but like        school. like winter             school                     
formals and homecoming and gym class.

LEAH
I don't know.

HANNAH
It's everywhere and everybody does it 
except for us.

LEAH
How do you know everyone does that 
stuff?

HANNAH
I guess tv and books and movies and 
stuff.
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Hannah picks up one of the John Hughes movies

LEAH
But those aren't real right? They're 
just movies.

HANNAH
I guess.

LEAH
We should just make our own. Here! 
Take a video of me!

Leah starts dancing as "Baba O'Reiley" by The Who comes on 
the store radio. Hannah takes out her camera and starts 
recording.

INT. DINING ROOM - DAY

Connie does the dishes and Becca sits at the counter doing 
her schoolwork. The music still plays quietly.

CONNIE
I'm almost done unloading. It's almost 
your turn.

BECCA
Maybe you should just do it. I'm 
really busy over here.

CONNIE
Nuh uh! Your turn now. Or else!

Connie sprays Becca across the counter with the hand held 
faucet.

BECCA
You little weasel!

Connie points upstairs motioning that Lydia is still 
upstairs. She sprays Becca again and starts laughing 
hysterically, Becca's anger turns into wiliness and she runs 
around to splash her sister.

A John Hughesy montage to "Baba O'Riley" of the footage Becca 
and Hannah take in the store and library is spliced with 
Connie and Becca's water fight in the kitchen. This is 
growing up with sisters.

Becca finds a brace and puts it on but it falls off as they 
run out of the store with full Forrest Gump theatrics. It was
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never about the brace.

INT. LIBRARY - DAY

Music fades out when Leah and Hannah run past MR. ROBTOY 
(late 40s). He grabs Leah by the overall straps, jolting the 
girls back to reality.

MR. ROBTOY
Leah and Becca Varin.

LEAH
Why do people keep doing this!

She wriggles free. Mr. Robtoy stands over the girls. They go 
into defense mode.

HANNAH
Oh, uhhh.. sorry sir.

MR. ROBTOY
There is no filming in the library. I 
will not have horsing around in the 
youth large print nonfiction section.

HANNAH
Oh no no you're getting the wrong 
idea..

LEAH
The totally wrong idea.

HANNAH
I was just working on a digital 
project for school.

MR. ROBTOY
I don't care if it was for the 
President of the United States. There 
is no filming here.

LEAH
You don't care about education?

MR. ROBTOY
You girls aren't even in school. I 
have a right to report you to the 
state for how often you're in at all 
hours on random weekdays.
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HANNAH
We are being schooled at home, thank 
you very much.

LEAH
(to Hannah)

Is that lame that the only place we 
really go other than our house is the 
library?

HANNAH
No. We are just big fans of the Dewey 
Decimal System at our house.

LEAH
True. Love that guy.

Mr. Robtoy is offended by the side conversation.

MR. ROBTOY
Lower your voices. This is a library!

The Library is empty.

LEAH
There's no one even here right now.

MR. ROBTOY
That is it! You disrespect me, you 
disrespect my library, you disrespect 
literature and the ivory tower of 
academia! Where is your mother? It's 
always one thing after another with 
you when you come in with her.

HANNAH
Well, she's no longer with us.

Mr. Robtoy stunned tries to back peddle.

MR. ROBTOY
Oh my goodness, I'm so sorry I... 
forgive me.

LEAH
She's home sick.

MR. ROBTOY
(Offended)

I have had it! Nobody teaches 
discipline and respect anymore!
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Mr. Robtoy types furiously on his computer.

MR. ROBTOY
Hannah Varin! You have ten dollars in 
late fees.

HANNAH
(genuine)

Wait, what? No, these are due today.

MR. ROBTOY
They were due ten days ago on 11/1. 
Today is 11/11.

HANNAH
Sir, I apologize but my dyslexic 
sister got the dates mixed up.

MR. ROBTOY
(to Leah)

You shouldn't be responsible for her 
dates.

LEAH
Not me. My       sister.           other        

MR. ROBTOY
The baby?

LEAH
No. Other       sister.          other        

HANNAH
Mr. Robtoy, how bout we just chalk it 
up to a great big silly little 
miscommunication, no harm no foul and 
we shall be on our merry way.

Hannah slips the movies in the dropbox at the desk and inches 
away.

MR. ROBTOY
Do you have my ten dollars?

HANNAH
I do not...

MR. ROBTOY
(To Leah)

Do you have my ten dollars,                                   other 
       sister?
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LEAH
I have a piece of pocket lint and a 
JFK half dollar in my pocket, but I am 
not parting with that. It's invaluable 
to me.

MR. ROBTOY
If you cannot procure the money. I 
have no choice but to ban you for a 
year until the statutes city mandated 
library fee forgiveness act resets.

HANNAH
Wait, what if we got our mom to pay 
over the phone?

LEAH
(to Hannah)

What but then she'd kno--

Hannah jabs her.

LEAH
Ow!

HANNAH
Mr. Robtoy, the number on the file 
isn't up to date. My Mom just got a 
new phone number-- Too many spam calls 
you know. Let me dial it.

Hannah reaches over and gently peels the land line phone out 
of Mr. Robtoy's hands.

HANNAH
It's ringing.

Mr. Robtoy is too stunned to say anything. Hannah waits for 
the phone to dial before MEOWING quietly into the phone. Leah 
figures out what's happening.

LEAH
Uhhh Mr. Robtoy, I like your tie 
today. What are are those...little 
deers? cute!

MR. ROBTOY
They are gazelle.

LEAH
Exotic.
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INT. DINING ROOM - DAY

Becca and Connie try to wipe up their mess. Both are sopping 
wet.

PHONE RINGS

They jump. The phone goes to voicemail and the sound of 
Hannah MEOWING comes over the speaker. Becca frantically 
picks up.

BECCA
Hello! Hello! What happened? Lydia (O.S.)

Was that the phone?

BECCA
It's the--uh Red Cross!

CONNIE
No, it...

Becca cups Connie's mouth. Connie licks her palm.

BECCA
Ack! Hahaha--stop!

CONNIE
Red Cross!

BECCA
They want your blood again.

LYDIA (O.S.)
Tell them I've already told them I'm 
anemic. They threw away my last bag of 
blood. I'm not giving them anymore if 
they are gonna be ungrateful about it!

Lydia HACKS.

INT. LIBRARY - DAY

Hannah navigates a phone call with 'her mother'. Becca can be 
heard over the phone.

HANNAH
Hello, mother.
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BECCA (V.O.)
Do you want me to put mom on?

HANNAH
Oh, no that won't be necessary.

BECCA (V.O.)
Ummm ok. What do you need?

HANNAH
Well Mother, we seemed to have a 
little misunderstanding with Mr. 
Robtoy here, at the library.

Mr. Robtoy tries to take the phone.

HANNAH
(mouthing)

One second.
(speaking)

Oh no, not at all, mother.

Mr. Robtoy is suspicious.

BECCA (V.O.)
What?

HANNAH
I have Mr. Robtoy here. He wishes to 
speak with you.

(muffled)
Just go with it.

Hannah hands Mr. Robtoy the phone.

MR. ROBTOY
Mrs. Varin?

INT. DINING ROOM, DAY

Becca navigates the phone call cautiously while doing a 
practiced impression of an adult woman. It is just good 
enough to pass although only just.

BECCA
(in a voice)

This is she.

MR. ROBTOY (O.S.)
I believe that we have a problem 
concerning your daughters.
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BECCA
(in voice)

Oh no, Well I'm sorry to hear that.

CONNIE
Hear what?

INT. LIBRARY - DAY

Mr. Robtoy condescends into the phone. The girls watch 
anxiously but keep faith in Becca's abilities.

MR. ROBTOY
Their behavior has been 
irreprehensible.

BECCA VOICE
Irreprehensible?

MR. ROBTOY
Irreprehensible.

BECCA VOICE
(her mom voice slips slightly)

Reprehensible you mean.

MR. ROBTOY
I meant what I said!

INT. DINING ROOM - DAY

Connie and Becca look at each other flabbergasted and 
slightly amused as Mr. Robtoy barks into the phone.

MR. ROBTOY VOICE
I originally called concerning your 
daughter's behavior. However, I see 
that they learn it from you! I have 
the mind to ban you and your family 
from this establishment for the 
foreseeable future! This is a 
government building and I am a 
government employee and deserve the 
respect of a government official. I am 
an officer of literature, damn it!

INT. LIBRARY - DAY.

Mr. Robtoy continues to bark into the phone. Hannah is 
planning her way out. Leah is getting restless.
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MR. ROBTOY
Furthermore! No filming in this 
government building and your daughters 
have procured ten dollars in late 
fees. Unless you can pay this fee. I 
will ban you and your family for the 
year-

INT. DINING ROOM - DAY

Becca lets her cool slip.

BECCA
What? No! Mr.Robtoy--

(catches herself)
Mr. Robtoy, perhaps it is unfair to 
Hannah's sisters. They should not be 
held responsible for her 
forgetfulness.

INT. LIBRARY - DAY

The girls listen and watch looking for some sort of way out. 
Mr. Robtoy takes advantage of Becca's slip in confidence.

MR. ROBTOY
Hannah and her sisters have been 
disruptive before. Consider this the 
straw that broke the camel's back.

BECCA VOICE
Well, wait a minute, wait. Some of the 
people in that family do have a 
genuine interest and respect for 
literature---

INT. DINING ROOM - DAY

Becca gets defensive. Connie jumps up for the phone. Becca 
swivels around her.

BECCA
My daughter Becca, for example, is 
quite the book worm. She takes out 
around five to ten books a month. What 
is going to happen to your statistics 
and school funding? I already pay 
taxes for a school that my children 
don't even attend, which is our own 
family's choice. Now you want me to 
pay for taxes for a library that my
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children are banned from?! Whatever 
happened to the no child left behind 
attitude?

Lydia begins to stir upstairs. Becca does not notice.

LYDIA (O.S.)
Are you fighting?

CONNIE
No! We're on the phone.

INT. LIBRARY - DAY

The girls realize that this is the closest they are going to 
get to an out. They slip away as Mr. Robtoy tries to get a 
word in.

BECCA (V.O.)
Becca is being BARRED from academia. 
Denied access to knowledge through no 
fault of her own.

MR. ROBTOY
Well, Mrs. Varin--I have

BECCA (V.O.)
That goes against the very 
principles of the librarian 
code of ethics. You are to 
foster the growth of 
knowlege!

HANNAH
(Whispered To Leah)

Let's go.

LYDIA'S (V.O.)
Who are you talking to?

HANNAH
(to Leah)

That's Mom! Go, go, go!

MR. ROBTOY
There have to be consequences!

Hannah and Leah slowly back away before breaking into a 
sprint.

MR. ROBTOY
Hey! Get back here!
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INT. DINING ROOM - DAY

Becca continues her defense. Connie plays in the soapy 
bubbles on the floor. Lydia enters. She is wrapped in a robe, 
ready to interrogate.

BECCA
The library should not be barred like 
a country club! The library is a place 
of community and education. The 
library is a place where little boys 
and girls discover who they are and 
what they want to do with their lives, 
the library-

LYDIA
The library is a place that will not 
be traveled to by anyone of you 
anytime soon.

Lydia takes the phone. She means business. Connie and Becca 
stand terrified.

LYDIA
Rob-- No, Rob it's the Mrs. Whatever 
my kids did, lets sort it out 
tomorrow. I'll bring those cookies you 
were talking about at the last reading 
buddy day---no it's not a bribe. Think 
of it as a peace offering with 
implications. Right. See you tomorrow.

LYDIA HANGS UP THE PHONE.

LYDIA
You girls better spill.

Connie and Becca look at each other with fear.

EXT. HOUSE - AFTERNOON/EARLY EVENING

Hannah and Leah rush up to the door, out of breath.

LEAH
Do we make it back before she came 
downstairs?

HANNAH
Yeah dude, you were like Ferris 
Beuller back there.
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The girls walk into the house wary.

INT. DINING ROOM - DAY

Lydia sits at the dining room table in her robe in a bond 
villian sort of way. Connie and Becca defeatedly wipe up 
their dish mess.

LYDIA
Hello, girls.

Hannah and Leah walk in aware of their defeat. The wind has 
been sucked out of them.

LYDIA
Step into my office.

The girls are a bit confused and step gingerly forward.

LYDIA
Uh, just sit down here at the table.

They sit.

LYDIA
In your own words, please do explain 
the events of today.

Leah and Hannah sit in silence for a moment before Leah 
explodes.

LEAH
I didn't even want to go to the 
library, Mom!

HANNAH
She was perfectly happy to.

LEAH
She said I was a liability 
to be at home! And that I 
would tell! She forced me!

HANNAH
Mr. Robtoy was being 
unreasonable. I just wanted 
to return my things. We 
weren't bothering anyone.

LEAH
Yeah, we weren't bothering anyone.

LYDIA
Did you girls, any of you! get any of 
your work done today?



                                                         29. 

                                                             

They all go silent.

LYDIA
So, all you did today was sully our 
reputation at the city library. I 
don't want to have to go to the town 
library guys. They don't have any 
construction paper there. They don't 
believe in joy there, guys!

HANNAH
All we were doing was taking a video. 
But I wanted to use it to make an 80s 
movie montage.

LYDIA
This was a scholarly escapade.

HANNAH
Uhhh yeah, I guess so.

LYDIA
For your creative project?

HANNAH
Yes, for my creative project.

LYDIA
Share with the class. Let me see some 
of the footage.

CONNIE
Lemme see! Lemme see!

They all crowd around and watch.

LYDIA
I think I can accept this. I'm gonna 
need more from you though.

HANNAH
(a little whiney)

I thought it was just one.

LYDIA
No art and creativity is an ongoing 
thing and since we haven't really done 
anything yet I'm gonna need you to 
make a few more things or videos like 
this until the end of the school year. 
Plus this seems to be something you
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actually like.

LEAH
It was actually my idea.

LYDIA
Well you can come with me and Hannah 
to give Mr. Robtoy the peace offering 
cookies tomorrow, and Hannah, you 
gotta get that fine sorted.

HANNAH
Mom, may I borrow $10.

LYDIA
No, what do I look like? New England 
Federal Credit Union?

HANNAH
I don't have $10.

LYDIA
I can pay you ten bucks to do the 
composting till the end of the month.

BECCA
Ha!

LYDIA
Becca, you remain on dish duty.

BECCA
What about Connie?

LYDIA
She did her time. Now Connie come here 
and you can help me make these 
cookies. I think if I put them 
together and Mr. Robtoy gets sick, he 
might very well accuse me of 
biological warfare.

Connie grabs a bunch of misc ingrediants from the fridge and 
happily puts them in front of Lydia.

INT. DINING ROOM - DAY

A short time later, The girls minus Hannah sit at the table. 
Lydia is sick again. Hannah comes down the stairs.
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HANNAH
Guys, she's out. what should we do?

BECCA
Museum!

LEAH
Let's see who can eat the most Chex 
mix in one sitting!

CONNIE
Animal crackers!

HANNAH
I was thinking about going to the 
library?

ALL THE GIRLS
No way! Are you out of your mind? 
Booo! etc.

HANNAH
Ok jeez. Let's just watch a movie.

CONNIE
I wanna watch Animal Crackers!

HANNAH
No.

CONNIE
Or the one that you made!

HANNAH
Oh, I guess we could watch that.

INT. LIVING ROOM - DAY

Hannah, Becca, and Connie huddle around the living TV 
watching the montage.

HANNAH
Hey, what's that smell?

LEAH (O.S.)
Ummmm Popcorn got a little crispy.

BECCA
What?
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LEAH O.S.
uh oh.

A plume of smoke rushes into the room.

LYDIA (O.S)
Nobody better be dying!

HANNAH
Quick open all the doors and windows!

The girls scatter, opening every single door and window they 
can find. Hannah reaches up with one arm trying to push a 
window up.

Freeze Frame (               Style)              Breakfast Club       

                                                     FADE OUT 
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INT. DINING ROOM - DAY

HANNAH, BECCA, CONNIE, and LEAH sit at the table scribbling 
in their school books. Leah looks up and makes a                                                           chirping 
       somewhere between a cricket and a dolphin call. Connie noise,                                                        
looks up from her book and        back. Hannah joins the                            chirps                        
chirping conversation.

BECCA
Hey, that's not-

They       over her. Becca relents and        back.     chirp                             chirps      

They continue their chirping conversation. LYDIA enters with 
a bowl of sliced apples.

CONNIE
Ooo! Apples!

The girls       happily and pick over the slices.          chirp                                  

Lydia is not surprised but aware of the weirdness of this 
interaction.

LYDIA
I think you guys need to interact with 
some kids outside of this family.

TITLE: "Character Building"

EXT. PARKING LOT/LAWN - DAY

They pull into the community parking lot and join a fleet of 
mini vans. They get out of the car and walk to the group of 
kids sitting on the lawn.

                                  plays during a montage of                                                             Hypnotize                                                             by the Notorious B.I.G.                           
different breeds of homeschool kids (crunchy, religious, 
prodigy etc.) doing their homeschool thing. It's only about 
35 kids in total but the groups are discernable enough. It 
feels like a city of kids. They look up and watch Lydia and 
the girls.

LYDIA
Alright, so we did miss the group 
lessons today because we were a little 
bit late due to Paris Fashion Week 
over here.

BECCA
Sorry.



                                                          2. 

                                                             

LEAH
See Mom! I told you we would miss it!

LYDIA
It's fine, Leah. We didn't miss much.

JARED (15) older kid, with a sort of nerdy authority meets up 
with the girls walking.

JARED
You didn't miss much.

LYDIA
(to Leah)

See, we didn't miss much.

JARED
It was just a couple of the orchestra 
kids doing a little concert.They were 
pretty bad actually. Still on Susuki 
book one if you catch my drift. I'm 
Jared.

LYDIA
I'm Mrs. Varin. This is my brood.

She puts a hand on the girls' stiff shoulders.

LYDIA
This is Hannah. Becca here. Leah right 
here.

She picks up Connie.

LYDIA
...and here's Connie.

JARED
Nice meeting you guys. I didn't 
recognize you guys. My mom pretty much 
knows everybody since she runs the 
thing so I thought I'd say hi.

LEAH
Did we miss everything?

JARED
No usually the kids all play outside 
for a couple of hours after the group 
lesson.
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JARED
P.E.

LYDIA
P.E

LYDIA
You get it.

JARED
We got groups over here you might be 
interested in over here.

Jared starts walking and Becca, Leah, and Hannah follow him.

JARED
Oh! Littles go over there, squirt.

LEAH
Who you calling squirt?

Leah leaps back like a small angry dog.

JARED
12 and up over here. It can get a 
little intense.

LEAH
What?! I'm intense as heck!

BECCA
She kinda is.

HANNAH
She gave me this.

Hannah lifts up her pant leg revealing a bite mark on outside 
of her leg.

BECCA
She went right for the ankle like a 
chihuahua.

Hannah nods solemnly.

Leah             growls.

JARED
Sorry kiddo. House rules. Littles over 
there.

PAN OVER TO A GROUP OF TODDLERS PUSHING DIRT AROUND ON THE 
GROUND WHILE A GROUP OF MOMS ARE CONVERSING BEHIND THEM.
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The olders follow Jared over to where groups of kids are 
playing on or around the grass. Leah, through thinly veiled 
rage does an about face and follows Connie to the little kids 
pushing dirt.

HANNAH (V.O.)
Being at the CO-OP kinda reminded me 
of when I went to a Model U.N. program 
two years ago. All the different 
countries were supposed to talk to 
each other, but they just ended up 
talking with themselves. No treaties 
or anything were really made. Mom said 
that's sort of how politics go 
sometime.

JARED
Over here you got your Tolkienite 
zealots. Super religious.

The group walk past a group of about five-seven kids in ill 
fitting button down shirts, jeans skirts or mismatched 
patterned leggings and skirts. Some are reading, some are 
sword fighting with medieval style swords.

HANNAH
Isn't this a religious co-op?

JARED
Well yeah, but like these families are 
ten-kids-all-named-after-medieval-sai
nts religious. A lot of their mom's 
are anti Harry Potter and stuff 
because of the witchcraft so they 
stick to the stronger stuff. Tolkien 
and C.S. Lewis.

One tolkenite nearly clips Becca. Hannah and Becca jump 
backward. Jared doesn't see and continues walking forward. 
The girls run after.

BECCA
Mom says that the Weasley kids have to 
be Catholic because they have red hair 
and like a million kids.

Jared still is not listening.

JARED
Moving on, you got your prodigies.
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They approach a group three kids with greasy hair and thin 
framed glasses. One of them is scribbling notes of a thick 
text book.

Jared points at each of them.

JARED
Math. Engineering. Computer Science. 
These kids are all taking college 
classes and play at least the piano. 
They will make sure you know it.

(to KID WITH DENSE TEXTBOOK)
'Sup Kevin!

KEVIN
You messed up my sum!

The group keeps moving past groups. Jared names them as they 
pass.

A group of five kids with varying bad haircuts and artsy ill 
fitting t-shirts and flannels dance to Broadway music.

JARED
Over there you got your repressed 
theatre kids.

The girls look facinated. Hannah pulls out her camera and 
takes a picture of a theatre kid doing Newsies worthy leap. 
Jared moves along and Becca grabs Hannah so they catch up. 
They see three kids in cardigans and crochet sweaters. One 
girl is fully quilting on a sewing machine plugged into the 
side of the building.

JARED
Crafters.

They keep moving. Four kids digging a giant hole in the 
ground. Water is bubbling up. They are building a sort of 
habitat.

JARED
Granola kids.

Farther away, three kids, AJ, JACOB, and JULIA, in normal 
basic 2014 teenager outfits stand together above the various 
groups. They are too cool for homeschool.

JARED
Here's my pack. We're the Js.
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BECCA
The Js?

JARED
Yeah. Julia came up with it for our 
group when we were in like fifth 
grade. Julia, Jared, and, Jacob, and 
AJ.

HANNAH
AJ doesn't start with J.

AJ butts in, used to having to defend this technicality.

AJ
Js works better for the brand!

JARED
Our parents became friends on an 
online forum for homeschoolers. We're 
sort of the OGs of this Co-Op. Before 
there were any of those guys over 
there, there were the Js.

BECCA
So is your guys's thing being the OGs 
then?

JARED
We consider ourselves outside of that 
stuff. You know how some kids--like 
you guys. You know how you just by 
looking at you people can tell that 
you're homeschooled.

BECCA
What's that supposed to 
mean?

HANNAH
I mean yeah.

JARED
It's not bad. It's just homeschoolers 
can have a "vibe" sometimes.

WE SEE QUICK SHOTS OF A BUNCH OF THE GROUPS AT THEIR MOST 
"HOMESCHOOLER-Y"

JARED
We don't have that vibe.

BECCA
What should we do to not have "the
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vibe?"

JARED
It's not really something you can try. 
It's just- you do or you don't. The Js 
have been around for a while and we 
have evolved to be more well rounded 
socially. Plus Julia didn't start 
homeschooling until she was 11 so she 
thinks like a public schooler.

JULIA
It's true. I rode the school bus and 
everything.

HANNAH
What's it like?

JULIA
Noisy. Smells like feet. But I'll tell 
you something, waking up, getting out 
of bed and getting on that bus, all by 
yourself is the closest thing a seven 
year old can feel to pure 
unadulterated freedom.

HANNAH
(in awe)

Wow!

BECCA
(in awe)

Wow!

JULIA
Yeah--but then a kid threatened to 
knife another kid in the bathroom over 
a pack of silly bands so my mom pulled 
me out.

The girls cringe.

JARED
(beat)

Alright! Yes. Public schools are 
trecherous. Now that you know 
everyone, you can figure out where you 
belong. Make you're choice soon 'cause 
something big is happening in a bit 
and you're gonna want some people to 
have your back.

BECCA
What?
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HANNAH
"Have your back"?

JARED
You'll see.

EXT. BABY ZONE - DAY

Leah and Connie sit in the dirt with the other babies. Connie 
is having a blast. Leah is angrily pushing the dirt around.

LEAH
This sucks.

CONNIE
Hey! get your stick out of my dirt!

Leah pushes her dirt stick further into Connie's pile.

CONNIE
Get your own dirt!

LEAH
This sucks.

CONNIE
I like it. Look, natural disaster!

She smushes a pile of dirt.

LEAH
That's cause you're actually a baby.

CONNIE
I'm not a baby. I'm an adolescent. Dr. 
Jim said I'm big for my age. I'm gonna 
be 5'9.

LEAH
But you're like 3'1 now. You're a 
baby. I'm just as grown up as the kids 
over there. I bet I could outrun all 
of them.

CONNIE
Like a cheetah.

Connie makes new dirt pile.

LEAH
Like a peregrine falcon. They are
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faster than cheetahs.

CONNIE
And then you can eat prey with your 
claws.

LEAH
And      are my prey. We'll be at the     they                              
top of the animal kingdom, Connie! 
We're gonna show them we are bigger 
and badder than all of the other kids!

CONNIE
Yeah!

Leah falcon                       screeches.

Connie           back.       screeches      

LEAH
Let's go. We gotta get scheming.

CONNIE
I want to scheme here. I don't want my 
mountains to do erosion.

Leah grabs Connie's muddy hand and drags her away, stepping 
on Connie's new dirt pile in the process.

CONNIE
No, it was on the fault line!

EXT. PARKING LOT/LAWN - DAY

Hannah and Becca stand outside all the groups, awkwardly 
milling around.

BECCA
We have to make a decision.

HANNAH
I don't know. Why can't we just go 
play jump rope or something.

BECCA
Come on focus! What group we are gonna 
be in. This is gonna determine our 
social position in CO-OP for the rest 
of like forever.
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HANNAH
Why does that matter?

BECCA
It just does. Do you think that I look 
like a public schooler?

HANNAH
What?

BECCA
Like if you saw me out on the street 
would you think I'm a regular public 
school kid?

HANNAH
I would think you are homeschooled or 
a truant because it's 1pm on a 
Wednesday.

BECCA
Maybe I'm going to lunch to meet up 
with my boyfriend. I bet I would have 
a boyfriend if I was in public school.

HANNAH
What?....Waitaminute. Do you                                   like 
Jared?

BECCA
What?! no! Double ew! ew. ew.

HANNAH
You totally like Jared. I never 
thought I'd see this.

BECCA
I do not like Jared.

HANNAH
Actually, I totally thought I'd see 
this. This is totally something that 
you would do.

BECCA
What's that supposed to mean?

HANNAH
See! Ha! I was right.
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BECCA
OK fine. I like him. He's sort of a 
bad boy.

HANNAH
He is not.

BECCA
In a Kurt Von Trapp sort of way.

HANNAH
(dismayed)

Kurt Von Trapp! Suspenders really do 
it for you?

BECCA
(longing)

I wasn't the same after he hit that 
high note in So Long Fair Well.

HANNAH
(flatly)

I am going to look at you differently 
for this, know that.

Becca leans in and takes Hannah's hands. Hannah pulls them 
back.

BECCA
Whatever. Please please can you help 
me? I've bared my soul to you. Sisters 
are supposed to help each other with 
this kind of thing. In all the movies 
you've made me watch, they always have 
to help them get the guy.

HANNAH
But chaos always ensues, that's why 
it's a major plot point in those 
movies.

BECCA
Come on! please do it for sisterhood. 
Do it for the movies.

HANNAH
Ok, fine.

BECCA
Omg! Look!
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She points.

The Js start walking over to the center of the lawn. The 
other groups follow, all whispering to themselves.

BECCA
It's happening! I think we'll befriend 
the Js. Build up that relationship 
slowly, and then oh what's this? Becca 
you were there all along. You were 
standing right in front of me all this 
time. How did I ever get along without 
you. And Hannah is also there. It's 
because of you Hannah, that we are 
together.

HANNAH
And then you kiss passionately 
yadadayada. How would we even get 
those guys to let us hang out with 
them? Their whole thing is that they 
are the OGs. We are about furthest 
thing from OG you could get. We are 
NGs.

BECCA
What?

HANNAH
That's what it means. OG, original 
gansta we are new gangstas.

BECCA
Don't say new "gangsta".

HANNAH
I'm just being technical. It's the 
technical term.

BECCA
Focus please! What kind of things do 
non-homeschoolerey people do.

HANNAH
I don't know, go to class? Pass notes? 
Get shoved in lockers?

BECCA
No.
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HANNAH
Jared seems fine I guess, but I don't 
really understand what you see in him, 
or like that group.

BECCA
You think Mom would think hanging out 
with a public schooler-ey people would 
be a bad influence on us?

HANNAH
No. I just--they seem a little mean. 
Everyone here seems a little mean.

BECCA
Maybe that's just how they are with 
each other.

HANNAH
I don't know. It all feels very...

BECCA
What?

HANNAH
Like cliquey.

BECCA
cliquey?

HANNAH
Cliquey---

BECCA
Cliquey?

HANNAH
I'm not doing this right now.--like in 
Mean Girls.

BECCA
They are just cool and Jared is really 
nice, and pretty and I feel cool 
knowing him. Plus, didn't you say that 
you wanted to experience the coming of 
age stuff the way everybody else did? 
Well, maybe that's just the way public 
school is.

The girls stand in silence for a second. The volume of the 
groups gets louder.



                                                         14. 

                                                             

BECCA
We gotta get closer. Come on let's go!

Becca grabs Hannah's hand and drags her towards the group. 
Hannah takes out her camera and records all the groups 
crowding around Jared and the Js.

Jared stares off at the crowd and makes a speech, half 
interrogation, half inspirational rally. This is serious 
business.

HANNAH (V.0.)
Becca was always gonna be the first of 
us to have a crush. I think cause she 
wanted it bad. There's not a whole lot 
of options for romantical interest in 
sixth grade when all your classmates 
are your sisters. I've seen the inside 
of her notebooks. She just writes her 
own name in cursivey letters. Said 
she's practicing. Still, I don't think 
I like these guys.

JARED
Alright everyone! Settle in. You guys 
know it's our first session back since 
break. People change you know, life is 
change. We're all growing. Some of you 
might be at the top of your game and 
need to defend your reputations as 
leaders.

He walks over to one of the Tolkienites who is decked in 
armor.

JARED
As Winners.

Hannah leans over and whispers into a CRAFTER kid's ear. 
Jared continues talking.

JARED
My team needs a new runner. 
Gina graduated guys. Those 
are big shoes to fill. 
Well...Not actually. Gina 
was 5'2, her feet were tiny.

HANNAH
(whisper)

What's going on...?

The group looks a little confused.
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JARED
That's beside the point! A 
new spot on defense has 
opened up on my team. and 
with that! there's gonna be 
some new opportunities to 
shake up teams.

CRAFTER
SHHH!

BECCA
(whispered to Hannah)

This is perfect. We just show them 
that we are prime candidates for 
capture the flag. We help them win the 
game and take them to victory. Then 
they will for sure have to let us hang 
out with them. They will for sure have 
to let us play together when they see 
our undeniable force. We can get Leah 
and do Trinity and grab the flag!

HANNAH
We can't do Trinity for capture the 
flag. Besides, we have never even 
played capture the flag.

BECCA
They don't need to know that.

HANNAH
Why would they even pick us?

BECCA
I'm sure once the game starts we will 
be able to pick it up just like that.

HANNAH
I guess.

BECCA
Come on! This is my "     moment". I                      Babe            
just want to run with the sheep dogs!

Becca holds out her hand in proposition. Hannah sighes and 
accepts.

HANNAH
That'll do pig. That'll do.

EXT. PARKING LOT/LAWN - DAY

From the other side of the circle, Connie and Leah crouch
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from behind a tree. They listen intently to the rally.

LEAH
This is perfect. If we throw the game, 
then they will see that we are a force 
to be reckoned with, and have to let 
us hang out with the older kids.

CONNIE
How are we gonna do that?

LEAH
S.A.D.

CONNIE
I don't wanna be sad.

LEAH
It's an acronym. Sabotage. Ambush. 
Destroy. If we keep this mindset, we 
should be able to throw the game.

CONNIE
And then can we play dirt?

LEAH
Then we can play          we want.                  whatever          
There will be no rules about who can 
or can't play.

EXT. PARKING LOT/LAWN, DAY

JARED
To pick our new contestant for the 
capture the flag playoffs, we will 
have a series of games that showcase 
skill and athleticism. Cunning, and 
collaborative teamwork.

HANNAH
(whispers to Becca)

That pretty much describes you.

BECCA
(whispered)

I think so.

HANNAH
(whispered)

No.
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JARED
The trials will begin over here with a 
relay. And you will take--Kevin! 
Kevin, Give me your shoe!

KEVIN
What?!

JARED
Kevin, you heard me dude. Give me your 
shoe.

Kevin pulls off a dad sneaker and defeatedly delivers it to 
Jared.

JARED
Run with Kevin's shoe. Pass it off to 
your 'team mate' and run it back to 
me. All while avoiding Julia.

Julia glares.

JARED
Who is on offense. I will pick my top 
contender for team Jared.

Hannah and Becca look at each other.

BECCA
We got this.

HANNAH
I guess so.

Tryouts. "                    by Blondie plays. Julia is           One Way or Another"                            
aggressive. She tags out a bunch of crafters and theatre 
kids. They all kinda suck. Becca and Hannah nervously watch. 
Leah and Connie watch behind a very skinny tree.

LEAH
Now's our time! S.A.D. ! S.A.D.! 
S.A.D.!

Connie starts to run but gets nervous when she sees Julia. 
Leah bolts while Hannah is up for her portion of the relay. 
Julia gets confused and runs after Leah. Hannah gets twisted 
around and drops the shoe.

LEAH
(like a falcon)

SCREEEEEEEEEEE!
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Leah scoops up the shoe and makes a run for it.

HANNAH
Hey!

BECCA
Leah! Stop it! Get out of here!

TOLKIENITE SPECTATOR
Hey! No puppy guarding!

BECCA
She's not even in the game!

LEAH
Well maybe I should be! They should 
have considered that the person who is 
most skilled in the athletic 
department was in fact outside of the 
allotted age range.

BECCA
Well maybe you should go play in the 
dirt with the rest of the babies.

LEAH
Well maybe you should shut up!

BECCA
Mom! Leah said, Shut up!

GRANOLA KID
Get her off the field!

Leah bolts and slams into Connie. Now she's done it. Connie 
bursts into tears and the adults activate. Lydia arrives on 
the scene.

Leah runs off in a huff before throwing one of plastic ribbon 
territory markers. It falls unceremoniously to the ground. 
She picks it up and tries again before AJ grabs her by the 
overall straps.

LEAH
I can't believe this is happening 
again! Put me down!

AJ
Foul.

Becca grabs the flag in the commotion.
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EXT. PARKING LOT/LAWN, DAY

LYDIA
(sarcastic but not mean)

Alright, who died?

CONNIE
(through gulping sobs)

Leah...Leah...Leah....Leah.....Leah...
ran.

LYDIA
(to Leah)

Leah!
(to herself)

Leah in the ballroom with the wrench

CONNIE
(still sobbing)

Leah.. ran into..into me. and I fell 
on the ground.

There is a huge stain on her pants.

LYDIA
Ohhhhh. Sweetie.

Leah has little remorse.

LEAH
That was already there. From when you 
were playing in the dirt.

CONNIE
But that was fun dirt. Now I have the 
dirt of pain on my hands.

Lydia makes a face. What kind of people are these kids going 
to be?

Leah rolls her eyes.

LYDIA
You are coming with me. Time for a 
stint in the penalty box.

LEAH
Nooo!

Lydia takes the littles away.
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EXT. PARKING LOT/LAWN - DAY

Becca delivers the shoe to Jared. She is very proud of 
herself. Hannah waits with the rest of the group.

LEAH
Here you go, Jared.

JARED
Cool New Kid.

(to the group)
Ok everyone gather!

(Lowering voice)
Get in closer. Closer. Even closer.

(shouted)
You all sucked!

The group jumps back, aghast and mortified.

JARED
But new kid, and other new kid...You 
two were the only ones who sort of 
delivered. So it's between you two.

Becca raises her hand gingerly and Jared gestures to her.

BECCA
Ummm, actually Hannah really hurt her 
leg actually earlier.

HANNAH
What? No, I didn't.

Becca kicks Hannah in the shin. Hannah crumbles.

HANNAH
OW!

BECCA
Looks like she's out of the running.

JARED
Uh ok. I was gonna make you rock paper 
scissors for it but that works.

Becca and Jared walk to the group of players. Hannah gives 
her a betrayed dirty look. Becca gives a half I'm sorry look, 
half what else was I gonna do look.
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HANNAH (V.0.)
I can't believe she Tonya Hardinged me 
for some used baby wipe of a dude. 
Honestly, I didn't even want to play 
capture the flag but still. Cold.

JARED
Alright team! Huddle! Let's go out 
there and bury those hobbit freaks! 
AJ, you and Theo on defense. Sophia 
and Julia on offense. Kevin you got 
the jail.

Kevin mutters angrily to himself.

JARED
New kid, you're our bait.

BECCA
Bait?

JARED
Yup. We throw you in and while those 
knights of the round table are running 
after you, I will lead us to victory!

BECCA
Oh. Uhhh. Ok.

JARED
Good talk team!

BECCA
Do we have like a team cheer or 
something?

JARED
Oh yes. How could I forget! Everyone! 
JARED!

The whole circle shouts with him. Becca tries to join in.

BECCA
Team Jared!

JARED
(Offended)

No. it's--Ja-

He takes a deep breath.
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JARED
It's just "JARED!"

BECCA
(confused)

"JARED?"

JARED
JARED! YEAH!! ok Break!

The team scatters. There is a slow motion montage of the 
brutality of the capture the flag game To                                                              "Deceptacon" by Le 
       Leah foams at the mouth from her time out spot. Becca Tigre.                                                       
is flustered and not doing great. Connie happy plays in dirt. 
Lydia is concerned but cheers Becca on from the sidelines. 
Hannah stands there watching.

HANNAH (V.O.)
Capture the flag is the one game where 
kids can get aggressive and mean as 
possible and parents don't intervene 
'cause it's a good release of energy. 
The hardcore ones will body punt their 
opponents to the ground.

Sophia knocks a Tolkienite to the ground in front of Kevin. 
He gets a bloody nose from the shock. Hannah pulls out her 
camera and takes a picture.

Becca overwhelmed scampers past. The Tolkienites don't take 
her as bait and go after Julia when she bolts.

TOLKENITE
YOU SHALL NOT PASS!

A kamikaze Tolkienite squad take Julia down. She's in jail. 
The star Tolkienite runner has the flag and runs back. Jared 
is dismayed over AJ who lays on the ground. Kevin is still 
bloody. It's carnage. Becca is alone. She runs and trips. She 
looks up and sees her sisters. She regrets doing this.                                                              Music 
      fades.

HANNAH
It's in front of you Becca!

LEAH
Get it! Get it! Get it!

Becca knows what she has to do. She looks over at Jared who 
is now pitifully calling people back. Julia is in jail and 
glaring at her. Becca reaches her hand to Hannah who smiles 
and runs on the field.
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JULIA
What are you doing?!

BECCA
I'm calling Trinity!

(to Leah)
Trinity! Trinity!

She reaches one of her arms out to Leah. Leah starts to crawl 
out of the grass. Lydia turns.

LYDIA
Uh uh uhhh. Wait hold on a minute 
here.

LEAH
UHHHHH.

LYDIA
You can go back and play now but first 
what do you say.

She gestures to Connie playing in a small pile of dirt 
nearby.

LEAH
Conniesorryforpushingyouoveriwon'tdoit
again.

Connie looks up from her dirt. She wasn't listening.

CONNIE
Huh?

LEAH
Sorryforpushingyouoveriwon'tdoitagain.

CONNIE
Oh ok.

She doesn't really care anymore.

LYDIA
Now you can go.

Leah bolts on to the field and joins Becca and Hannah who are 
just sort of standing there still.

LEAH
RAAAAA!
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JARED
Hey! She's not on the team!

BECCA
Yes she is! We are three persons! One 
pod! Trinity!

The girls run together in a giant sort of six legged race 
configuration.

And Break!

They unhook their arms and run. Hannah runs left, Leah runs 
right. Becca runs center. The kids get confused and and run 
everywhich way after them. Hannah gets tackled. Becca gets 
tackled. Her shirt gets a big grass stain on it.

HANNAH
Finish them, Leah!

LEAH
Falcon Sweep!

She falcon                      screeches.

Leah grabs the flag and bolt back to home camp. Hannah, Leah, 
and Becca jump in celebration. Connie jumps up from the 
sidelines. Everyone stands in confusion while the girls 
celebrate.

BECCA
We won!

LEAH
RAAAAAAA!

KEVIN
They can't do that.

Hannah laughs. The girls embrace. Jared motions for the other 
members of the team to get escorted off the field. The girls 
don't care.

EXT. BABY ZONE - DAY

A Tolkenite and Connie play in the dirt.

TOLKENITE
(in character)

I must climb the mount doom to dispose 
of the ring.
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CONNIE
(surprisingly deep voice)

You dare cross into Morder! You shall 
perish under the power of the ring!

TOLKENITE
(out of character)

No that's not how -

LYDIA (O.S.)
Connie Vamoose! We're shoving off!

CONNIE
(deep voice)

One ring to rule them all!!!

Connie smothers her dirt mountain and wipes its remains on 
the Tolkienite before smiling and running off. The Tolkienite 
takes off his helmet.

TOLKENITE
I should have chosen computer science.

                                                     FADE OUT 
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INT. DINING ROOM - DAY

Leah stands in the center of a cleared out space. The girls 
wear old miss-matched costumes. Hannah props up her camera.

LEAH
Ok, now I'm gonna do it like they do.

She pulls a dramatic lyrical pose.

BECCA
Wait, no! I have to say your name 
first. Get off the stage.

Becca pushes Leah out of frame.

BECCA
And now! Entry num-

HANNAH (O.S.)
Wait! I wasn't ready.

She jostles the camera. Becca is annoyed.

HANNAH (O.S.)
Ok! action!

BECCA
And Now! Entry number 18. Leah, 
dancing, "Chandelier!"

HANNAH (O.S.)
(whispered)

Now!

Connie scampers from the corner and hits a juke box speaker 
and dances lyrically to                      Becca, Hannah,                         "Chandelier" by Sia.                
and Leah fall into formation and are loosely in time with 
each other dancing. Hannah slips. The girls look concerned 
and try to keep dancing. Hannah tries to rejoin the dance but 
is maimed.

LYDIA
Ok. stop, stop, stop.

Lydia jumps up and stops the music.

LYDIA
Can you walk Fred Astaire?

Hannah stands up and winces.
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HANNAH
Ow.

She takes a few steps.

HANNAH
Never better.

BECCA
She's fine, see.

Hannah hobbles.

LYDIA
See this is why I didn't want to do 
dance.

LEAH
No no no! See Hannah's fine.

HANNAH
I'm fine!

She crumbles.

HANNAH
Ow.

LEAH
We want to do dance for P.E.

LYDIA
I thought you liked outside time.

BECCA
That's not physical activity. That's 
just us standing outside for two hours 
while you make dinner.

LYDIA
It can be. Self directed learning.

CONNIE
I like going outside cause remember 
the time the fire alarm went off when 
you were making dinner? I don't like 
the fire alarm.

BECCA
If you don't want us getting injured, 
maybe we should do dance in a more
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controlled setting so that we can 
learn how to do it properly.

HANNAH
You did dance when you were our age.

LYDIA
I did have a passion for the swingin 
thing. I was hearing rumblings at co-
op about a swing camp happening next 
week.

LYDIA
Would you guys be interested 
in something like that?

LEAH
Swing camp?

BECCA/HANNAH
Yes!

LEAH
Ehhh

INT. DANCE STUDIO - DAY

LEAH
Swing dancing?!

The girls and their mother walk into a dance studio in a 
converted barn warehouse. There are a bunch of kids in 
rockabilly-esque clothes and jazzy music playing. The girls 
wear athletic loungey wear.

LYDIA
Don't knock it till you try it, Leah. 
The jitterbug sparks joy the way no 
whip and nae nae ever could.

LEAH
I want to dance like on                                    Dance Moms 
though.

CONFESSIONAL

Makeshift confessional in Leah and Becca's room.

HANNAH (O.S.)
Like in the show.

LEAH
So, I just talk?

HANNAH (O.S.)
Well, wait for me to ask you stuff.
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LEAH
That's not what it's like though.

HANNAH (O.S.)
We'll fix it in post. We'll fix it in 
post. Ok. How are you feeling about 
swing dancing camp?

LEAH
I am really upset about swing dancing 
camp. I wanted to do something like 
lyrical or those big group dances.

LEAH
This week Mom decided to put us in 
swing camp. I wanted to do competition 
dance but Mom said I should do swing 
cause she did swing. Just because Mom 
did swing dancing when she was little 
doesn't mean I want to! Why can't she 
be like those Moms who force their 
kids into dance competitions to live 
out their dreams!

INT. DANCE STUDIO - DAY

Lydia does a little motion swing dance with Connie.

LYDIA
And pretzel! You know if I hadn't met 
your father I could have gone all the 
way to nationals, if I hadn't met your 
father.

HANNAH
Didn't you only do it when you were 
like 13?

LYDIA
I could have gone back. Don't fall in 
love girls.

INT. HOUSE - DAY

HANNAH (V.O.)
Leah has been watching the new Sia 
Music video on loop at the library for 
the past three weeks and is now 
convinced she's destined to be the 
next Maddie Ziegler.
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Various shots of Leah trying to emulate the "Chandelier" 
music video throughout the house. She wears a cheap ratty 
costume wig and a sort of leotard ensemble. She climbs on top 
of beds and tables. She knocks over a lamp. Connie tries to 
join in. Everyone is in varying levels of annoyance at her 
destructive newfound passion for dance.

CONFESSIONAL

HANNAH
I like dancing, any kind. But I can't 
dance cause my foot still really 
hurts. So, I have just sort staring at 
the mirror all day counting my 
freckles. I have 537 freckles on my 
nose.

Hannah takes videos of some people doing really weird dance 
moves and zooms in.

Plus thought it would be fun to make a 
show this week for my project, and if 
it will get Leah to stop jumping on my 
bed for the sake of artistic 
expression, then that's definitely a 
rose to the thorn, you know?

CONFESSIONAL

BECCA
I like really like swing dancing! I've 
been having a lot of fun this week!

B-ROLL

Becca fixing her hair and looking around excited for the 
dancing.

BECCA (V.O.)
Actually, I really like all sorts of 
dancing. I love being on stage. I 
don't see what all the griping is 
about.

CONFESSIONAL

BECCA
Plus, it's about time somebody made a 
reality show about our family! Hannah, 
we should sell this when you finish. 
Maybe someone will pick it up. It's
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the perfect premises. Homeschooling! 
Crazy shenanigans! I'll be the first 
to say I think we are all kinda off 
beat in a lovable fun kind of way. I 
mean, Connie talked with a 
transatlantic accent until she was 
three from all the old Hollywood 
movies we used to watch. Tell me a 
three year old calling you dollface 
doesn't just scream reality television 
gold.

INT. DANCE STUDIO - DAY

Lydia scoops up Connie.

LYDIA
Alright crew. Sit tight. I'm just 
gonna go over to the desk over there 
and make sure they have all your 
information in case you spontaneously 
combust while you're in rehearsal. 
Don't do anything I wouldn't do. Come 
on Conns!

She walks off with her purse and Connie.

The girls stay put for the most part. Hannah takes out her 
camera and gets some b-roll. Becca tries to shoulder direct 
her.

Leah takes in her surroundings glumly and collides with JULIA 
wearing capris and a tightly fitted blouse. She is very 
vintage and frazzled but serious in appearance.

LEAH
Hey! Watch ou-Julia.

The Julia stops short.

JULIA
Hey, Leah.

CONFESSIONAL

LEAH
And Julia is here. I can't believe 
that grade a butt face is here. First, 
I have to dance to 1940s sailor 
wartime music and now I have to do it 
next to her.
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INT. DANCE STUDIO - DAY

BECCA
Hi, Julia!

HANNAH
You know it's sort of funny that you 
do swing dancing too. I would have 
thought this would be too "homeschool-
ery" for you.

LEAH
Yeah. I thought you didn't believe in 
hobbies.

JULIA
It's not a hobby. I'm a professional.

HANNAH
This is an amateur swing dance camp.

CONFESSIONAL

HANNAH
Objectively swing dancing is a bit of 
a "homeschooler-ey" hobby. It's pretty 
ironic that she looked down on us for 
digging around in owl pellets when she 
was out here doing the Carolina Shag 
and Charlestoning all this time.

CONFESSIONAL

LEAH
All week long all anyone has been able 
to talk about is whether or not Julia 
is going to win Swing King 2014. She's 
won every year. It's stupid.

INT. DANCE STUDIO - DAY

Julia stretches as she talks. The girls are unimpressed.

JULIA
I know the teacher. Plus it's the off 
season right now so I have to keep my 
game up.

LEAH
There's a swing dancing off season?
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JULIA
And I have a reputation to uphold.

LEAH
For being dull as dishwater?

Lydia returns with Connie on her hip.

LYDIA
Ok girls! Fly my pretties! Be off with 
you.

(to Leah)
Oh you're making friends already over 
here are you, Johnny Carson?

LEAH
(quietly)

Fiends.

LYDIA
I'm Mrs. Varin. Please share with the 
class who is this.

JULIA
I'm Julia.

BECCA
She goes to Co-Op.

LYDIA
Oh, I heard that there were a few Co-
op kids who went here sometimes. 
Socialization! Glad to see you guys 
already have some shared rapport.

LEAH
I don't.

LYDIA
Leah!

(to Julia)
I'm sorry. She's just a little bit 
grumpy. I would say she's not normally 
like this. But she's been waking up on 
the wrong side of the bed since she 
got out of the crib. We should really 
get her into a sleep study.

JULIA
Aw! Well, I look forward to dancing 
with her maybe next year. Hope she has



                                                          9. 

                                                             

fun with the littles.

CONFESSIONAL

LEAH
How many times do I have to say it?! 
I'm not a little kid! I can remember 
two elections! Could a little do 
that?! No, absolutely not.

INT. DANCE STUDIO - DAY

BECCA
Ages 11 to 77. We'll all be up there 
with you. Minus Connie.

CONNIE
I'm having a mom week!

LYDIA
That's right. All you guys are gonna 
dance together and have the best time 
and Connie and I are gonna have a 
grand old time this week.

JULIA
Wow that sounds like a lot with all 
their costumes for the show tomorrow.

LYDIA
Costumes?

JULIA
Yeah, the moms get the costumes for 
the show. My mom likes to make my 
costume by hand personally so she 
knows I look my best for the show. But 
I guess you could just go to thrifting 
or something if that's a little 
outside your comfort zone.

LYDIA
I don't know. I hadn't really thought 
about it.

JULIA
Cutting it a little close.

LYDIA
I'll pull something together.
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CONFESSIONAL

LYDIA
I don't know if I want you guys being 
friends with this person. I don't like 
my creative abilities being 
questioned. Can I sew? No. But I am 
renowned for my creative whimsy. You 
may see a pile of popsicle sticks and 
pipe cleaners, I see a scale model of 
the White House and a hither to now 
undiscovered species of tree. I will 
sew this kid's mom under the table.

INT. DANCE STUDIO - DAY

JULIA
Well as fun as this was, I gotta go 
warm up.

Julia leaves. the air has been sucked out of the room. They 
all stand awkwardly.

LYDIA
Hmmmm. Ok. I feel like I need a 
shower. Autobots! Let's roll.

The girls walk towards the back of studio. There are old 
pictures of various teams and clubs on the wall.

HANNAH
Mom, is that you?!

LYDIA
Oh, would you look at that! It is.

CONNIE
Look at your hair!

LYDIA
Yes indeed. When I was 15, my forehead 
was redacted from public viewing. I 
had this idea that I would get a new 
drastic hair cut every year so that I 
could always know when a picture of me 
was taken. Becca, never cut bangs in 
your bathroom at three in the morning. 
You're going to think it's going to 
look fabulous and chic and modern. 
Everyone will be able to tell you cut 
those bangs yourself.
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BECCA
Why was that directed at me?

LYDIA
Statically honey, you are in the most 
danger and I'm helping you out.

CONNIE
I want to get bangs.

HANNAH
What other hairstyles did you do?

LYDIA
I did bangs when I was 15. Regretted 
that. Then I got the Rachel Haircut 
when I was 16 and my brother spent the 
entire year calling me the fourth 
Hansen brother and that scarred me 
enough to never want to make any bold 
hair style choices ever again.

CONFESSIONAL

CONNIE
I like bangs but I don't think mom 
looks good with bangs. It makes her 
look like a teenager. I like how it 
is. She looks old now, like a mom.

INT. DANCE STUDIO - DAY

Lydia shoos the girls away.

LYDIA
Ok, come on Connie. We gotta raid the 
fabric store.

The girls, a few old people, and a few recognized 
homeschoolers from Co-Op group in the center of the room.

CONFESSIONAL

LEAH
That guy's hat is weird. Why does 
everyone here look like they are 
European or something?
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INT. DANCE STUDIO - DAY

MR. HARRIS
Welcome to the penultimate day of 
Swing King Camp 2014. Now that we've 
spent the last week honing our skills, 
it's time to get our final 
presentations ready for competition 
tomorrow.

There is excited applause and whispers from the crowd.

MR. HARRIS
Julie here has been our reigning 
Junior Swing King for the past four 
years in a row. Are you going for 
number five Julie?

Julia laughs. Leah looks at Hannah fuming.

CONFESSIONAL

LEAH
I am going to take her down. I don't 
like swing dancing but I am not going 
to lose. I have to win.

INT. DINING ROOM - DAY

Lydia and Connie sit at the table with a pile of shiny dance 
fabric and various sparkly fabric scraps. Hot glue rods, pipe 
cleaners, and various random crafting supplies.

LYDIA
All right Connie. We are about to 
create magic.

CONNIE
I wanna make a tutu.

LYDIA
Tutu. That's a good starting point.

CONNIE
It should be the sparkly one so that 
the light makes it shiny and they look 
like fairy dancers.

LYDIA
Genius idea. See, this is why I keep 
you around. The other girls have no
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whimsey.

INT. DINING ROOM - DAY

Connie sees the scissors sitting on the table and eyes them. 
Lydia sings/talks to herself as she battles the sewing 
machine. The machine james up.

LYDIA
Alrighty Singer. You may have been 
victorious over whoever ditched you at 
the thrift store but I am stronger.

Connie reaches up towards the scissors. Lydia makes a few 
more stitches and the machine jams again.

LYDIA
AH! AH! Nope! Ok new technique. That's 
what life is all about Connie!

She messes with the dials and threads the needles.

LYDIA
Just keep switching it up until you 
get it. End to latency! End to 
complacency! Be the change!

The machine jams up and Lydia's finger slips.

LYDIA
Ah! Back off! Careful Connie, He 
bites.

CONNIE
Sewing machines can't bite.

LYDIA
This one can. Oh rats... ok.

Connie looks concerned. Lydia sucks her finger. It's 
bleeding.

LYDIA
Maybe I should watch some tutorials or 
something.

Lydia gets up to get a band aid. Connie eyes the scissors on 
the table. She snatches them and scampers into the bathroom.
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CONFESSIONAL

Connie wears a hat to hide her hair.

CONNIE
Mom said we should be the change and I 
wanted to change my hair. I never cut 
my hair when I was a baby cause I was 
too scared of scissors. I kinda wish I 
did cause then I'd have years of 
experience. That's why babies do a bad 
job cutting their hair. They just need 
practice.

INT. DINING ROOM - DAY

Lydia comes back with her finger wrapped up.

LYDIA
Alright back into battle. Connie? What 
are you doing in there?

CONNIE
I'm doing bangs!

LYDIA
What! No no no! You're too young and 
old to be having this kind of crisis!!

Lydia runs into the bathroom. Connie has hacked bangs.

CONNIE
Hmmm. I think I messed it up.

INT. DANCE STUDIO - DAY

Leah, Becca, and Hannah stand near the stereo while another 
group practices. Julia is really good.

LEAH
I can't let her win.

BECCA
She is kinda good though. Ugh. I still 
can't get the twisty part in the Lindy 
Hop.

Becca tries to dance awkwardly.

HANNAH
She's really good.
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BECCA
You're saying we aren't.

She falls out of her turn ungracefully.

HANNAH
No. Well I mean...Yes. But like you 
guys have more charisma. She dances 
like the world depends on it.

LEAH
You should really get into public 
speaking. You know how to bring up the 
energy of a crowd in their darkest 
hour.

HANNAH
I feel like that's not always what you 
want to see. Like a Charleston is 
never that serious. Just smile and the 
judges won't even look at your feet.

LEAH
We should sabotage the show.

HANNAH
I don't think that...

BECCA
It's the only way!

LEAH
We can't beat her through skill. She 
has years of experience. But if we 
throw her off enough, maybe she'll 
mess up.

BECCA
What if we get disqualified?

LEAH
I don't care about winning.

BECCA
I care a little about winning.

LEAH
I just don't want her to win.
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CONFESSIONAL

BECCA
I don't know how I feel about this 
whole kamikaze situation. I don't want 
Julia to win but like I don't want to 
get disqualified. What if we can't 
come back next year? What if my swing 
king career is over before it's even 
begun?

CONFESSIONAL

LEAH
Down with Julia! Down with Us! Down 
with swing dancing!...Do you think mom 
will let me do regular dance 
competitions after this?

HANNAH O.S.
I don't know.

CONFESSIONAL

HANNAH
This is gonna be interesting.

EXT. STREET - DAY

Lydia and Connie are outside a Super Cuts. Connie has a new 
layered haircut in an attempt to make the bangs look 
intentional. They still do not look intentional.

LYDIA
Pleased with yourself?

CONNIE
I think next time I can do better. I 
was watching the way she was holding 
the scissors. I need to hold them 
crooked like this.

She pantomimes snipping.

LYDIA
Don't pay too much attention to the 
way she was cutting your hair. 
Supercuts was the only place that 
could take walk ins and they aren't 
exactly known for their technique.
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Lydia runs her fingers through the choppy layers around the 
rest of Connie's head.

CONNIE
I want to be a hair salon person one 
day.

LYDIA
Come on Beauty School Drop Out. We 
have a lot of work to do if we want to 
finish these costumes.

INT. DANCE STUDIO - DAY

Leah looks devilish. She runs up to Becca and Hannah with 
something in her pocket.

LEAH
I know how we can sabotage Julia.

BECCA
Please don't say Tonya Harding her.

LEAH
No. but now that's a good idea wait--

BECCA
No!

HANNAH
No!

HANNAH
Spill.

LEAH
Fine. So you know how the music for 
our dances are on the cds in the 
stereo, Mr. Harris brought in a chord 
because someone wanted to play music 
from their iPod from home. So I had 
this idea. What if we changed her 
song.

BECCA
Uh-huh?

LEAH
And I found the Macarena Nano.

BECCA
Oh that's evil!

HANNAH
Hahaha!
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CONFESSIONAL

HANNAH
The Macarena Nano is this ipod Nano 
that mom got last year. She had this 
phase where she was really obsessed 
with the Macarena and would just 
listen to it everywhere and it was the 
only song on there so it just plays on 
loop.

CONFESSIONAL

BECCA
Mom used to hook it up to her speaker 
all the time and just blast it over 
and over and over. And then Leah sings 
it to annoy me. What we are about to 
do is so criminal.

CONFESSIONAL

Leah laughs devilishly.

CONFESSIONAL

LYDIA
You found that! I have been looking 
for that everywhere. The Macarena has 
a really good rhythm. I like it as 
pace for runs. I have to have P.E. 
too.

INT. DANCE STUDIO - DAY

Julia walks up to the girls in their huddle.

LEAH
Scatter!

Becca and Leah bolt. Hannah stays put. She can't really run.

JULIA
Documentary Story telling?

HANNAH
It's for school. I'm making a video 
about Swing Dancing for my creative 
project this week.
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JULIA
You should get some stuff of me.

HANNAH
I think you're already in it.

JULIA
Oh really?

HANNAH
Yeah. Videos of practice and stuff.

JULIA
Here get my good side.

Julia lifts up the camera and backs up.

HANNAH
Uhhh ok...

Julia dances for a moment before running back and pushing the 
camera down.

JULIA
I know what you guys are doing.

HANNAH
What?

JULIA
Play dumb. Fine. Swing King 2014 is 
mine. Nothing is gonna get in the way. 
I have a reputation.

Julia walks away.

CONFESSIONAL

HANNAH
I don't think I want to do dance after 
this. Maybe I should do professional 
ping pong or something. That seems 
more fun.

INT. DINING ROOM - NIGHT

Lydia finishes up the costumes. She's in a sea of tule and 
hot glue guns and half asleep. It's late. Hannah walks in and 
the floor creaks. Lydia jumps and costume jewels fly across 
the table.
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LYDIA
Ah! Son of a biscuit!

HANNAH
Sorry.

Hannah helps Lydia pick up the jewlery.

LYDIA
I'm almost done.

She holds up a tutu.

HANNAH
They look like something you'd eat in 
Willy Wonka.

LYDIA
That's exactly what I was going for.

Hannah laughs.

LYDIA
How's your foot?

HANNAH
It's doing better.

LYDIA
Are you having fun?

HANNAH
Yeah, I am.

LYDIA
I know that you haven't really been 
able to dance much. I know that the 
camp isn't exactly what any of you 
guys had in mind for dance.

HANNAH
Every child's dream is to learn how to 
jitterbug.

LYDIA
I just wanted you guys to see the 
culture of this kind of stuff. It can 
be a lot. Just make sure you guys 
remember to have fun.

She hot glues one more jewel on the skirt.
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LYDIA
There. To quote those guys after they 
finished the Hindenburg,"good enough."

HANNAH
Nice!

Hannah snaps a picture of her mom with the skirt.

LYDIA
Now get in bed before I make you do 
those dishes over there.

Hannah yawns dramatically and backs away.

HANNAH
Suddenly, I'm so tired.

Hannah walks around the corner and looks at the footage she 
took on her camera from the week.

CONFESSIONAL

HANNAH
I think I did have a good week. I 
don't know about everyone else but 
sometimes it's nice to sit and watch. 
Dance is really pretty.

INT. DANCE STUDIO - DAY

The girls walk into the studio with their costumes. They are 
frilly and have hot glue gun hems. They don't look bad but 
they are clearly homemade. They do not match the rockabilly 
aesthetic of the others.

LYDIA
Line up! let me get a good look at 
you.

LEAH
(hushed)

This is humiliating.

She runs her fingers along the side of her skirt and a pin 
catches her finger pricking her.

LEAH
Ow!

Leah runs over and pulls the pin from Leah's skirt.
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LYDIA
Oops! Here you go, sweetie.

She kisses Leah's finger.

LYDIA
All better. Now we match see!

She hold up her own wounded finger.

HANNAH
They aren't so bad.

BECCA
(hushed)

You aren't actually dancing in them.

LYDIA
Ok, smile! I want a picture. Hannah?

Hannah hands Lydia the camera.

Connie's barrette has fallen off and her bangs are askew.

LYDIA
Oh, mmmm. OK honey, here. Becca fix 
your sister's hair.

Lydia hands Becca a crumpled up glittery tule flower hair 
clip.

LEAH
She matches us.

Lydia snaps a picture.

LYDIA
CUUUUTE! Here you go Ansel Adams.

She hands Hannah her camera.

LYDIA
Knock em dead girls! HAVE FUN!

Hannah's B-roll of various performances. They are very 
swingy. Not very good but everyone is taking it very 
seriously.

Julia enters the center stage and her costume looks 
professionally made. Hannah zooms in on her. Hannah's footage 
is interspliced with reality.
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CONFESSIONAL

LYDIA
I could have made that if I had the 
whole week.

INT. DANCE STUDIO - DAY

MR. HARRIS (O.S.)
And now our reigning champ! Swing king 
extraordinaire! Julie!

JULIA
Julia.

MR. HARRIS
Julii--AH.

Her music plays. It's a classic big band number. Her and her 
dance partner are serious and technically talented.

LEAH
(shrill whisper to Becca)

Macarana is go. Macarana is go!

Becca reaches up to the stereo and changes the input to an 
iPod nano. The                        . There is muddled                Macarena begins to play                   
whispers. Julia and her partner look a little confused but 
find the rhythm quickly. It's like it was supposed to happen. 
Lydia sings along under her breath and does a contained 
version of the dance moves.

LEAH
What?

BECCA
No!

They finish a fun swing interpretation of the macarena. It's 
extremely creative and charismatic. Lydia tries to hide her 
delight. The crowd bursts into applause.

CONFESSIONAL

HANNAH
Unfortunately, that was amazing.I 
would kinda be a fan if I wasn't 
already in a family blood feud with 
her.
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INT. DANCE STUDIO - DAY

Leah and Becca gear up to dance.

CONFESSIONAL

LEAH
I am really nervous for my show. 
Everybody's watching. Everybody's 
watching and I have to beat Julia. 
There's no way she can beat us. No 
way. Plus, my cut is really bothering 
me. I'm worried I'm not gonna be able 
to focus on my turns. Look.

she holds up her hand. There is a barely if at all visible 
cut on her finger.

CONFESSIONAL

LYDIA
I just want my daughters to be the 
best they can be. And hey! If the best 
that Becca and Leah can be are 
professional swing dancers and they 
can carry on the family legacy, I'm 
not saying I'd love them any more I'm 
just saying I told them they'd like 
it. Swing dancing is in our blood.

INT. DANCE STUDIO - DAY

The pressure is high but Becca and Leah are focused and 
ready. The            . Something like "Lips are Moving" by            music plays                                      
Megan Trainor. She's good. She's got stage presence. They are 
perfectly in sync.

Disaster. The Track skips and Coconut by Harry Nilsson comes 
on.

LEAH
What's happening??

LYDIA
Oh shoot.

BECCA
Keep going!

Julia stands by the stereo with her own iPod nano. Leah sees 
her laughing and gets nervous. She loses it. She's totally
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off beat. She runs off stage.

BECCA
(whispered)

Wait no come back!

CONFESSIONAL

HANNAH
Dang. She got em back.

INT. DANCE STUDIO - DAY

Becca tries to recover and finish the dance. It's pitiful.

CONFESSIONAL

LEAH
I said I don't know what happened. No! 
Stop! I don't want to do it anymore.

Leah stands up and leaves.

INT. DANCE STUDIO - DAY

Leah stands near the side in the stereo corner. She's upset. 
Becca and Hannah find her.

HANNAH
Hey, it wasn't so bad.

BECCA
Yeah, it wasn't.

LEAH
Don't lie Becca, you were there.

BECCA
Ok so it was kinda rough.

LEAH
I tanked it.

HANNAH
Becca tanked it as much as you.

BECCA
Hey! At least I tried!

Hannah shushes her.
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LEAH
We came in last place.

HANNAH
I thought you said you didn't care 
about winning.

LEAH
We looked stupid. And mom's stupid 
costumes.

HANNAH
I like the costumes.

LEAH
Everyone else was taken seriously and 
we were one big joke.

HANNAH
I don't think so. I think everyone 
here is kinda a joke. That's the fun 
of it. Look at some of these videos.

Hannah plays some of the b-roll of her footage. The group 
dancing is not in sync.

BECCA
Look at Mr. Harris's hat!

They videos continue to play. They are pretty silly. Leah 
starts to laugh.

Mr. Harris picks up a microphone. The girls aren't paying 
attention.

MR. HARRIS
Finally! Swing King champion! Julie! 
For the fifth year in a row!!!

JULIA
Julia!

Julia angry walks to the center of the room and picks up a 
paper plate award that says Swing King 2014 and a plastic 
crown. Her mom claps rigorously from the audience.

The girls don't notice.

INT. DINING ROOM - DAY

SLOW PULLING BACK
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Leah dances to "Coconut" by Harry Nilsson. Her movement is on 
beat but slinky and not technical.

Hannah jumps into the frame and joins her. They are both 
dancing but within their own world.

Becca dances.

Connie joins.

Lydia dances too.

They all dance.

                                                     FADE OUT 
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Introduction

Coming of age. It’s something we all have to do at one time or another. When I was a kid

I didn’t fantasize much about my future tween/teendom, I had skipped right to future career ideas

(it was a toss-up between being an actress or a mailwoman). However, as I got slightly older I

became increasingly aware of the supposed developmental milestones of young adulthood. There

was one issue, I was homeschooled. I started looking at media intended for young people in the

sort of way that Europeans do. What’s a real-life physical education class like? What are

homecoming and prom? I was even excited by the idea of getting braces because I had seen

young people in movies and shows with them. If I got braces one day, I would become an active

participant in youth.

This sitcom depicts Hannah Varin and her sisters, a homeschooled family navigating their

coming of age through tropes of different subsets of the genre of coming of age. Episode one,

“Hannah Varin’s Day Off”, parodies John Hughes’s work, and episode two, “Co-Op” takes us

into the early 2000s poppy romantic comedy coming-of-age subgenre. Finally, episode three

branches into the realm of reality television shows such as Dance Moms, in the late 2000s and

early 2010s in “Swing King 2014”. Within this context, I will highlight the societal implications

of facets of these subcultures and whether or not life is like it is in the movies.
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While much of my references (save the third episode) are inspired by the filmic medium

my choice to use sitcom as my form predominantly came from my familiarity with the format,

and secondly, the ability to explore more cohesively multiple isolated tropes and exaggerated

circumstances within the genre throughout the episodes.

Episode 1: Hannah Varin’s Day Off

In tandem to the overt references to John Hughes and parody of the moments like Ferris

Beullear’s monologue, the 80s music video-eque musical montage, as well as The Breakfast

Club fist of victory, I wanted to incorporate some of the character tropes of this era.

Fig 1: Ferris Bueller’s Day Off, Jeffery Jones, scene still. Dir John Hughes. Paramount Pictures,
1986,

Specifically the ridiculous authority figure. Coming-of-age films of the Hughsian breed

often feature a male character who is placed in a position of authority and takes said authority so

ridiculously seriously as a way of pushing against the younger generation. For my episode, Mr.

Robtoy, the high-strung librarian, is meant to fill this role. He is obsessed with his own title and

authority, however little he has at an empty library. Additionally, his position as someone whose

career works closely with young people despite having a major disdain and a lack of patience for

young people and their problems also plays into this trope. (Think Mr. Rooney being a school
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principal) This overt authoritative fool is meant to exaggerate and satirize the feeling of the older

generation having no empathy for the twists and turns of growing up while still highlighting just

how little respect, even unprovoked the characters have for the authority.

In his book, Youth on Screen: Representing Young People in Film and Television, David

Buckingham highlights how the incongruities of how media is produced for young people not by

young people, but by adults. This results in a sort of mixed-up image cast onto the concept of

youth. “...youth are often represented as a problem to be solved, an inchoate force in need of

discipline and control; and yet, equally, they are often used as a vehicle for adult fantasies of

energy, creativity, and freedom.” (141) This idea feels extremely Hughsian especially when

looking at the relationship between John Bender in The Breakfast Club and Dean Vernon. Rowdy

hooligan, John Bender, along with a group of unlikely high school kids spend their Saturday in

detention. Bender is an aggressive repeat offender who must face consequences for his actions.

Throughout the film, Hughes depicts not only Bender but all the characters as superficial at best,

and downright nasty moments at worst. At times, perhaps even leading the audience to think that

the kids partly deserve this detention. However, it is the absolute comic magnitude that Dean

Vernon takes his job seriously, that the audience is also endeared to and roots for Bender as he

crawls his way out of a locked room through an air vent. Within the context of The Breakfast

Club exists a strange world where Bender is simultaneously chided for and applauded for his

actions because the adults look at youth media as a way to romanticize the idea of teen existence

in a way in which it can be contained.

Co-op
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Fig 2: Mean Girls, scene still, Dir Mark Waters. Paramount Pictures, 2005.

The 2000! Y2K! Tamogatchis! The birth of me! Not only was it a new millennium, but

the technology was advancing faster than ever. Now, with the emergence of the cell phone,

internet, and social media, not only were you interconnected with friends, but identity culture

became integrated with youth culture in an unprecedented way. To me, this is most apparent in

the introduction scenes that are frequently featured in the films of this time. Our protagonist is

taken to a new school and introduced to all the subcultural categories they can choose from and

form their identity. To participate in youth culture they must form this identity and bond with this

new group.

Additionally, the emergence of social media, whether that be Facebook, blog sites, or

Myspace, goes in direct correlation with the fact that many of the coming-of-age films—from

Mean Girls to Juno, have a narrational aspect. While previously mentioned films such as The

Breakfast Club, and Ferris Buellar’s Day Off, do have a narrational component, In my mind, the

emergence of internet culture enhances this theme of performative intimacy (which I will

continue in the next section) in media persists to this day. This tells young people that to be the
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protagonist of your life, you must take control of the narrative and you must tell us that you are

doing it.

Swing Kings 2014

For my third episode, I wanted to comment on the blurring lines of reality and fiction

within the digital age and how that has become a central aspect of youth culture. While this

episode takes place in 2014, and there was a reality television world, as well as vlogging and

social media world at that time, this conversation ten years later is perhaps even more relevant as

culture is now catching up with the moral implications of family vlogging and family reality TV.

Fig 3:Vivi-Anne Stein, Dance Moms, Confessional Still, Return of the Candy Apples (2:2).
Lifetime, 2011.

This era pulls upon the themes of narrative control in the early 2000s and expands it into

full-on commodification and comparison. This is what inspired me to parody this specific

episode on the reality show, Dance Moms. Not only does the reality television aspect foster

comparison, but within dance culture, there is a great emphasis on comparison. To be in time

with another dancer you must be aware of them. You stare at yourself in a mirror for hours next
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to your classmates and you dance with them. There is often favoritism. Within the context of

Dance Moms, this favoritism is highly played into for drama.

Bringing in a culture of comparison outside of the dance studio, because of social media

stardom and feeling that the potential for virality has never been more accessible. Not only that

but it is nearly impossible not to be surrounded by images of people my own age and younger

having highly successful careers as singers, actors, social media influencers etc. Modern

Motzarts are everywhere and there is this sense of an unattainable need to win at life before time

runs out when you turn thirty and are no longer young and hip and cool.

Coming of Age and Music

One of the reasons the genre of coming that has always inspired me was the very

deliberate soundtrack. While music is a major part of film and television because of its ability to

heighten the emotions of a scene, I would say, even more so, music is the heartbeat of the

coming-of-age genre. A study published in the Journal of Youth Studies in 2015, tied the

increased listening to music with higher social skills and a means of soothing stress. It makes

sense then music would be a driving medium for many tropes within coming-of-age films and

TV Shows.

I took great care with each episode finding songs that matched the specific derision of the

genre, while also looking at the emotional context of the films. So embark on me to this beautiful

fantasy world that exists where I get all the rights to these songs to include them in my sitcom

one day.1

Opening Theme Song: Expert from Tchaikovskyi’s Piano Concerto 1

1 I do include some songs in my soundtrack lists that I don’t overtly state within the diagetic world of the
sitcom. I do still believe that they are worth mentioning as these songs played an integral role in my
establishing the world of my sitcom and I did listen to each soundtrack on loop as I wrote so perhaps you
may subconsciously feel their presence.
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Because my sitcom crosses a variety of sub-genres depending on the parodied period of

said episode, I wanted to have an opening theme that’s grounded in its own time and place,

which is what lead me to the classical genre. Additionally, classical music was a major part of

my homeschooling experience. I have been studying music in some capacity or another since

before I could read and write. This song specifically has alot of fond academic connotations for

me. As a child, one of our frequently watched learning shows were the HBO’s Classical Baby

franchise—which presents and contextualizes the arts (poetry to visual art and classical music

etc.) in a manner for children. This was their opening theme. For me, this song reminds me about

learning about art and falling in love with language (The Poetry Show was my favorite) so I

wanted to reference this love of learning and the inspirational role the arts have played in my life

through this piece.

Hannah Varin’s Day Off:

Love Missile F1-11 — Sigue Sigue Sputnik

Just What I Needed—The Cars

Don’t You (Forget About Me) — Simple Minds

Don’t Bring Me Down — Electric Light Orchestra

Once in a Lifetime — Talking Heads

Stand by Me — Ben E. King

Baba O’Riley — The Who

Right off the bat, I did rip some exact songs from John Hughes’ Films. For me, it was

impossible to imagine a John Hughes-inspired soundtrack without “Don’t You.” In my mind,

Ferris Bueller's Day Off and The Breakfast Club are the two most culturally iconic John Hughes

films, and this is partly because of their soundtracks. Within the context of my sitcom, I wanted

https://open.spotify.com/playlist/06Uws4cDosej9RS3EFgC0C?si=f76100586f7b490f
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to convey the uncomfortable euphoria of realizing one’s agency, a frequent theme throughout

Hughes’s films. Additionally, my Baba O’Reilly montage is a specific reference to the big

montage sequences throughout his films. In my mind, the music serves as a representation of

emphasis on the power of numbers in growing up. A cosmic connector. Everyone feels

uncomfortable and like they are on top of the world and nothing at all. And they are all laughing

and dancing and doing it all together whether jock, nerd, princess, outcast, or homeschooler

coming of age in their own ways.

CO-OP

Hypnotize— The Notorious B.I.G.

Pocket Full of Sunshine —- Natasha Bedingfield

Dancing in the Dark —-- Toploader

One Way or Another—- Blondie

Deceptacon —-- Le Tigre

Anything You Want — Jawny

The 2000s had a very specific branch of coming-of-age high school movies that often

centralized around romantic mishaps. I wanted to play into bright exciting pop rock that is often

featured on those soundtracks, being heavily inspired by Mean Girls, 10 Things I Hate About

You, and Easy A. I also wanted the soundtrack to convey the awareness of self and others, as

Becca is navigating wanting to be cool for her crush but also in a general sense becoming aware

of how you are perceived and the push and pull of feeling very confident, (ie walking around and

feeling like the coolest kids at the co-op entering to the Notorious B.I.G. or being willing to do

anything to get the attention of your crush even kicking your sister behind the knees.) but at the

same time extremely vulnerable to others.

https://open.spotify.com/playlist/7n1xFmXEnFMpYZ6Zc2ZFvd?si=d84507b13cb04ced
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Swing Kings 2014

“Chandelier” — Sia

“Tell Me Ma” — Sham Rock

“Cotton Eye Joe” — Rednex

“Say Hey (I Love You) (feat. Cherine Taya Anderson)” —Michael Franti &

Spearhead

“Zoot Suit Riot” —-- Cherry Poppin’ Daddies

“Macarena”—- Los Del Rio

“Lips Are Moving” —- Meghan Trainor

“Coconut” —-- Harry Nilsson

With the exception of, “Coconut”, by Harry Nilsson, for this episode and specific

sub-genre of reality television, the are on the kitschier highly marketable and easily digestible

side. In fact, a few of these pieces I learned choreographed dances to at various homeschool

events over the years.

For this piece, the Macarena is essential to the plot, not only as a device but I think that

these group-choreographed songs that everyone knows emulate the kid culture of the 2000s into

the 2010s. There is group bonding in collective exhibitionism.

My choice to include “Coconut” (other than the fact that the week I was writing this

script, a chance encounter with the tune and subsequent brief compulsive urge to listen to it on

repeat for the rest of the week) was to play into the exaggerated weirdness—To forcefully pull

the girls out of the idea that they have to be the winner and focus on feeling dance. I wanted

them to sit in all the strangeness of being a kid, or a preteen, or a teen, or a person, and move

with it.

https://open.spotify.com/playlist/0U54RZFjFb76kMCvnG7Gsg?si=63eff47084454d40
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Reality and FOMO in Youth Culture and Eighth Grade (aka I’m not the only person

talking about this):

` While media is a reflection of the time in which it was produced, oftentimes there are

aspects of the reality that are unable to be replicated or simply unprofitable to replicate. While

my characters do participate in the tropes of coming-of-age media, it is because they are actively

trying to involve themselves in their own coming-of-age. From the girl’s perspectives, coming of

age is happening all around them but not to them. However, it is because of their active

participation that shenanigans ensue and the ultimate lesson is that growing up isn’t like it is in

the movies.

Fig 4: Elsie Fisher, poster, Eighth Grade, Dir. Bo
Burnham. A24, 2015.

With the exponential increase in media access for

young people and the capacity for young people to

create, young artists have taken a meta approach to

the discussion of what it means to come of age. While

my project focuses on film and television, Bo

Burnham’s Eighth Grade explores similar themes of

youth culture in relationship with social media.

(While being 28 and arguably, an adult at the time of

directing this film, I would argue that the idea of

adults making content for youth is less applicable. Burnham’s background growing up as one of

the first recognizable YouTube personalities and subsequent prolific writing and comedic career

up to that point, gives him an alternative perspective.)
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Burnham takes his knowledge and lived experience of being an active and celebrated

internet young person and explores what that means not just for eighth graders but any young

person on the internet. His film includes tropes such as the voice-over or narrative voice and

musical montage. As previously discussed, however, these tropes are subverted in the way that

they are used to highlight the incongruities between reality and expectations.

The protagonist, Kayla Day, portrayed by Elsie Fischer, navigates her final week of

eighth grade and after being voted, Most Quiet, is resolved to reinvent herself for high school

and show everyone “the real” Kayla. She creates a series simple of life advice vlog videos filmed

on her Macbook in her room (much like Will Gluck’s Easy A.) Whereas in a John Hughes

movie, a colorful montage at a pool party would be portrayed as an exciting expression of young

personhood, the slow-motion montage of the pool party scene of Eighth Grade conveys a

theatrical magnitude of anxiety. Rather than actively being involved in the montage, Kayla looks

through a glass door as a spectator of her life. The minor carnival anxiety fanfare of “Nautilis”

by Anna Meredith in tandem with the slow motion montage creates a visceral depiction of the

the nervous hellscape of thirteen-year-old existence rather than its glorification. Furthermore, her

vlogs convey that the only way for her to affirm herself and her experience of coming of age is

through performing a controlled narrative of her life.

Conclusion

My experience coming of age as a homeschooled person felt disjointed from the popular

media, and yet there were times that I looked to youth media and was excited to see myself or the

potential of myself. Perhaps a movie or TV show captures an emotion or mirrors reality however

there is a fundamental disconnect between youth and media. The hope is that my sitcom is able

to capture a broader experience of what it feels like to come of age in a genuine and fun way

https://youtu.be/0nSxQdQ7U-U?si=1-tyYujIHvuMUehj
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while still honoring aspects of the form that I love, such as the musical aspect. Hannah, Becca,

Leah, and Connie, only feel truly affirmed in their coming-of-age experiences, not by bending

into whatever trope the episode calls for, but in the alternative ways that they go about solving

their problems, and to me, that is what coming of age is—Figuring out who you are within the

context of the world around you and deciding who you want to become.
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