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Abstract/Preliminary Description:

[bookmark: h.gjdgxs][bookmark: _Ref282980180]The right to food had been recognized internationally as a human right since its inclusion in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR) in the 1940s,[footnoteRef:1] and later in the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights (ICESCR) in the 1960s.[footnoteRef:2] While it has been a slow road, the last two decades have seen a remarkable increase in the visibility of the right to food. Today, the right to food framework is increasingly adopted by states (through a variety of laws, constitutional amendments, policies and programmes) and discussed in international fora (notably the UN Committee on World Food Security).[footnoteRef:3] Through, the work of NGOs like FIAN International[footnoteRef:4] and public figures like the UN Special Rapporteurs on the right to food,[footnoteRef:5] and through the drafting of the Voluntary Guidelines to support the progressive realization of the right to adequate food in the context of national food security (“Voluntary Guidelines”)[footnoteRef:6] and General Comment No. 12,[footnoteRef:7] there is now a greater understanding of the concrete implications of the right to food for a range of state, international and private actors, and of the importance of adopting a holistic approach to food insecurity.  [1:  Universal Declaration of Human Rights, G.A. Res. 217A, at 71, U.N. GAOR, 3d Sess., 1st plen. Mtg., U.N. Doc A/10, art. 25 (Dec. 12, 1948).]  [2:  International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, G.A. Res. 2200A, art. 11 (Dec. 16, 1966), reprinted in 6 I.L.M. 360 (1967).]  [3:  See NADIA LAMBEK, 10 YEARS OF THE RIGHT TO ADEQUATE FOOD GUIDELINES: PROGRESS, OBSTACLES AND THE WAY AHEAD (Civil Society Synthesis Paper for the 41st Session of the UN Committee on World Food Security, 2014); Olivier De Schutter, United Nations Special Rapporteur on the Right to Food, Assessing a Decade of Right to Food Progress, UN Doc. A/68/288 (2013); Olivier De Schutter, UN Special Rapporteur on the Right to Food, From Charity to Entitlement: Implementing the Right to Food in Southern and Eastern Africa (Briefing Note #5, 2012); Olivier De Schutter, United Nations Special Rapporteur on the right to food, The Transformative Potential of the Right to Food, UN Doc. A/HRC/25/47 (2014); Olivier De Schutter, U.N. Special Rapporteur on the Right to Food, A Rights Revolution: Implementing the Right to Food in Latin America and the Caribbean (Briefing Note #6, 2012); LIDIJA KNUTH & MARGRET VIDAR, U.N. FOOD. & AGRI. ORG. [FAO], CONSTITUTIONAL AND LEGAL PROTECTION OF THE RIGHT TO FOOD AROUND THE WORLD (2011).]  [4:  For more information on FIAN International, see http://www.fian.org/. ]  [5:  Hilal Elver is the current UN Special Rapporteur on the right to food, appointed in the spring of 2014. The previous Special Rapporteurs are Olivier De Schutter and Jean Ziegler.]  [6:  Food and Agriculture Organizations of the United Nations (FAO), Voluntary Guidelines to support the progressive realization of the right to adequate food in the context of national food security (2005).]  [7:  U.N. Comm. on Econ., Social and Cultural Rights [CESCR], General Comment No. 12: The Right to Adequate Food, ¶ 15, UN Doc. E/C.12/1999/5 (May 12, 1999).] 


Yet, despite these advancements, little progress has been made at a policy, legal and institutional level in effectively creating an environment in which the right to food can be fully realized. Indeed, states and international institutions have been slow and more often unwilling to make concrete changes. Similarly, even where right-to-food constitutional provisions, legislative measures and policy or institutional frameworks have been adopted in principle, they have often failed to direct state action in an inclusive or coherent sense. For example, the right to food posits three state obligations – the obligations to respect, protect and fulfill the right to food – as well as general procedural and antidiscrimination requirements. States have been successful in adopting programs to fulfill the right to food, but very few states have effectively met their obligations to respect and protect the right to food by regulating their actions or the actions of third parties.[footnoteRef:8] Furthermore, many significant obstacles and challenges to the realization of the right to food – from the recurrent food price crises to increased corporate capture of the food system and governance arenas – have characterized the past two decades and remain detrimental to progress today.  [8:  Nadia Lambek, Respecting and Protecting the Right to Food: When States Must Get Out of the Kitchen, in RETHINKING FOOD SYSTEMS: STRUCTURAL CHALLENGES, NEW STRATEGIES AND THE LAW (Lambek et al., eds, 2014).] 


[bookmark: _Ref282980223]Often in response to these challenges and the limited progress achieved in advancing the right to food, the last two decades have also seen a rise in new and alternative models of transforming the food system, such as alternative food networks, local food policy councils and food sovereignty policies.[footnoteRef:9] These alternatives – defended by local and transnational peasant organizations and food movements more generally – have succeeded not only in creating new narratives about the structural changes needed in our food system, but also in establishing new institutions and governing practices.[footnoteRef:10] These alternatives are worth exploring because they seek to respond, in part, to the perceived limits of the right to food approach but also reflect those elements of the right to food approach that resonate more widely among rights-holders. Taking them seriously invites us to expand our understanding of the right to food in at least two ways: towards a more inclusive participation of citizens in the governance of food and agriculture, and towards a transition to more localized food systems. [9:  PRISCILLA CLAEYS, HUMAN RIGHTS AND THE FOOD SOVEREIGNTY MOVEMENT: RECLAIMING CONTROL (2015); MICHAEL WINDFUHR AND JENNIE JONSÉN, FOOD SOVEREIGNTY: TOWARDS DEMOCRACY IN LOCALIZED FOOD SYSTEMS (FIAN International, 2005); Priscilla Claeys, Food Sovereignty and the Recognition of New Rights for Peasants at the UN: A Critical Overview of La Via Campesina’s Rights Claims over the Last 20 Years, GLOBALIZATIONS, at pp. 1–14 (September 15, 2014).]  [10:  CLAEYS, supra note 9.] 


This presentation will outline developments over the last decade in national policies, strategies and legal frameworks for the implementation of the right to food, and will comment on the challenges and obstacles inhibiting progress. Following this discussion, the presentation will provide a description of alternative models that have emerged at the local, national and regional levels, from the bottom up. The presentation will then move to the international sphere to discuss advances at the international level in creating space for rights-based food policies and civil society participation, as well as new human rights norms protecting peasants and other peoples working in rural areas, looking both at the CFS and the UN Human Rights Council. The presentation will end with commentary and reflections on the continuing relevance of the right to food as a theoretical, normative and legal framework, in relation to the progress and challenges of the last two decades, and the emerging alternative models.

The research for this presentation is based in part on interviews conducted by Priscilla Claeys over the last 7 years with various members of social movements,[footnoteRef:11] and reflections drawn from Nadia Lambek’s participation in civil society’s assessment of the progress in implementing the right to food, conducted on the 10th anniversary of the Voluntary Guidelines.[footnoteRef:12] It also draws from both Priscilla and Nadia’s experience as advisors to former United Nations Special Rapporteur on the right to food, Olivier De Schutter. [11:  CLAEYS, supra note 9.]  [12:  LAMBEK, supra note 3.] 


