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WHY SHOULD MY CHILD
GET THE HPV VACCINE?

Even with screening, HPV
causes 10,900 cases of
cervical cancer each
year in the U.S. Every
year, 4,000 people die of
cervical cancer.

80% 
of people will get an HPV
infection in their lifetime.

HPV INFECTION IS COMMON.

HPV INFECTION CAUSES CANCER.

THE HPV VACCINE IS CANCER PREVENTION.

80 million
Americans are currently
infected with HPV.

14 million
Americans, including teens,
become infected with HPV
each year. 

34,800
Americans

diagnosed with
cancer caused by
HPV each year

Head and Neck Cancer
(13,500)

Anal Cancer
(6,200)

Vulvar and
Vaginal Cancer

(3,400)

Penile Cancer
(800)

Cervical Cancer
(10,900)

TWO DOSES 
before the age of 15

THREE DOSES 
between ages 15 - 26

Dose #1: age 11 - 12
Dose #2: 6 - 12 months later

Recommended Schedule:



IF MY CHILD WILL GET SCREENED FOR

CERVICAL CANCER LATER, WHY SHOULD

THEY GET THE HPV VACCINE TODAY?

There are no confirmed adverse effects of
the HPV vaccine. The most common side
effect is fainting, which is more common
among adolescents getting any vaccine.

Gardasil® 9, the only HPV vaccine
available in the US, has been studied in
clinical trials of over 15,000 females and
males before its release and we have 14
years of safety data collected after its
release. As with all vaccines, the CDC and
FDA monitor the safety of vaccines and
any safety concerns are reported to
health officials, providers, and the public.

The HPV vaccine does not cause HPV
infection or cancer. The vaccine is made
from a protein from the virus and is not
infectious, meaning it cannot cause HPV or
cancer. There is no evidence to suggest
that the HPV vaccine causes fertility
problems.

Among teen girls, infections with the types
of HPV that cause most HPV cancers and
genital warts have dropped by 86%.

Among young adult women, infections with
the types of HPV that cause most HPV
cancers and genital warts have dropped
by 71%.

Among vaccinated women, the
percentage of cervical pre-cancers by
the types of HPV most often linked to
cervical cancer has dropped by 40%.

HPV is estimated to cause nearly 35,000
cases of cancer every year in the US. HPV
vaccination can prevent more than
32,000 of these cancers from ever
happening. That’s the same as
the average attendance for a baseball
game.

The HPV vaccine can help protect against
infections that can lead to cancers of the
penis, anus, head, and neck in men. There
aren't recommended screening tests
available for these cancers, so they may
not be found until they start causing
serious health problems.

HPV causes five other cancers that do not
have recommended screening tests. These
other types of HPV cancers might not even
be found until they start causing health
problems. The HPV vaccine prevents these
cancers from ever forming.

Studies tell us that getting the HPV
vaccine doesn't make kids more likely to
start having sex. Your child should get the
HPV vaccine before they start having sex,

so that they are protected against HPV
infection when the time comes.

HPV vaccines were first introduced in the
United States in 2006. Since then, there
have been more than 120 million doses of
HPV vaccines given in the US. Since 2016,

the Gardasil® 9 vaccine is the only HPV
vaccine available in the US.

IS THE HPV VACCINE NEW?

IS THE HPV VACCINE SAFE?

Source: Centers for Disease and Control and Prevention

I'M WORRIED MY CHILD WILL THINK

THAT GETTING THE HPV VACCINE

MAKES IT OK TO HAVE SEX.

WHY DO BOYS NEED THE HPV VACCINE?

IS THE HPV VACCINE EFFECTIVE?


